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Dear Teachers, Staff members, and Parents, 

  

Since the beginning of the summer, and even confirmed by Four Corners Health Department just a 
few weeks ago, it was made known to us that if we maintained proper physical distancing at school 
(3-6 feet), masks would not be necessary for all. However, our local governmental health 
department has once again changed their mind. I am frustrated to say the least.  

 

Aquinas-St. Mary’s was informed late last week, that if there is a possible or confirmed positive 
COVID case at school, there is a very high probability that students, teachers and staff members 
who are NOT wearing masks will be instructed by Four Corners to quarantine for up to 2 weeks. 
This is information that you need to know about before school starts. I know that it will be very 
difficult for most families to have one parent take off work for two weeks so that they can stay 
home with a (healthy) quarantined child, possibly a few days or 10 school days. That is a situation 
that many families CANNOT afford to have happen.  

 

Therefore, Aquinas-St. Mary’s Catholic schools are strongly encouraging all students and staff 
members to wear a mask when in an enclosed classroom to maintain your ability to attend school 
in person. We think that this is the best way to protect our children from being removed from the 
classroom and extra-curricular activities by Four Corners Health. These are the guidelines as we 
received them from Four Corners this past Sunday evening: 

 

Close contacts will be determined as we use CDC public health guidelines to perform contact 
investigations.  Our present guidelines for a close contact include: 

 Anyone within 6 feet for 15 minutes (no mask/face covering) 

 If the positive person is showing symptoms (like coughing or sneezing) with no face 
covering, then the exposure could be immediate and the 6 feet 15 minutes would not apply 

 If no face coverings/masks are being worn, then we also consider the environment and 
ventilation of the situation.  For example, if it is an enclosed classroom with no ventilation, 
then the 6 feet distance requirement may include more of the classroom since the virus able 
to travel somewhat within the air. 
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If face coverings/masks are worn, and everyone is distanced 3-6 feet, then that lowers the risk to a 
low exposure situation.  There would most likely be few if any “close contacts” to be quarantined.  

 

As you can see for yourself, the guidelines to determine a “close contact” are purposefully broad 
enough to include everyone in our school buildings. Especially at Aquinas, where high school 
students have different classes with different students, it could mean all students and teachers 
would need to be quarantined for an extended period of time. I urge you to wear a mask, not 
because I think it will protect your child 100% from illness, which is debatable, but to greatly 
increase the likelihood that your children can stay in school and not be unnecessarily quarantined 
when they are absolutely healthy.  

 

I cannot in good conscience force students to wear a mask in the classroom, because I believe that is a personal 
medical decision that only a parent can make, and not the school. However, I urge you to weigh the pros 
and cons of wearing and not wearing a mask, especially as it relates to the arbitrary decisions that 
Four Corners Health could make regarding the attendance of your child at school. 

 

Four Corners Health Department is not technically, but is essentially, mandating masks for 
everyone in schools; it is clear that by not wearing a mask, your attendance at school is put into 
jeopardy by a heavy penalty of quarantine from this local agent of the government.  

  

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Timmerman  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saint John of the Cross  

Prayer for Peace 

 

O blessed Jesus, give me stillness of soul in You.  
Let your mighty calmness reign in me.  

Rule me, O King of Gentleness, King of Peace. 

  



 

AQUINAS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
 
Dear Friends of Aquinas,  
 
The summer has been a busy one for our teachers and staff. Everyone is preparing for the start of the upcoming school year 
while dealing with the Covid 19 Virus. We want you to know that the safety of our students is most important to us. We 
strongly encourage all students to wear a mask in school. The chance of being quarantined is decreased substan-
tially if the students are wearing masks. Classrooms will be as socially distant as possible and we will open windows for 
better ventilation. We will group students in required classes to keep their exposure limited. We are also beginning a pro-
gram to help deal with the student’s social and emotional health called The Choose Love Movement. Should the Health 
Department deem it necessary to close school for a period of time, teachers will be prepared to work with students at 
home. 
 
We are happy to welcome new teachers and staff members to the Aquinas Family this year.   

Fr. Michael Ventre has joined our Administrative Team as Assistant Chief Administrative Officer. 
He will also be teaching Religion 8. 

 
Busing (All bussing is free of charge) 

Routes will run on hard surfaced roads only.  Students must be brought to the pick-up points or the highway. 
All students must be wearing masks on all school busses and vans. 
Dismissal times will be St. Mary’s 3:10, Aquinas  3:22 (6 – 12) 
Drop off points in town will be the same as last year. 
If you have questions please call Aquinas at (402) 367-3175. 

One thing that has not changed is that we still need bus drivers.  If you are interested please call Aquinas 
at (402) 367-3175.  We need an afternoon route drive to start the year. 

  
The first day of school at Aquinas will be a dress-up day because school pictures will be taken. Sorry, no jeans or shorts 
please. The uniform shorts are the only shorts allowed. Uniforms will be required, starting on Thursday, August 
13. 
 
Work in the building this summer included replacing carpet and working to prepare the rooms for social distancing. The 
north gym floor has been refinished; the classrooms and hallways are being cleaned and waxed. 
 
It won’t be long until the peaceful pace of the summer is broken with the anticipation and excitement of the teachers and 
students returning for the new school year. High school students in sports will report on August 10th.  Faculty will report 
for two days of meetings and workshops on August 10th and 11th. The students will return for a full day of classes on August 
12th. Sports practices begin August 10th. 
  
We want to remind you that we are in a very fluid situation and changes to the schedule or classes may come quickly and 
without much warning.  Thank you in advance for your support and understanding.  
 
Please be sure to check our website (www.aquinas-catholic.com) to view the yearly calendar and additional information.  
Forms for insurance to cover the students at school or in activities may be found by following the link below.  
Please understand that the school does not carry insurance to cover injuries in school or at school activi-
ties.  Students should be covered by their own family health insurance programs or you may purchase this plan if 
you feel you need extra coverage.  Aquinas is neither encouraging nor discouraging the purchase of this extra 
coverage.  We simply make it available  

https://www.sas-mn.com/k12enronline/links/2020/ne/f1511_1513ne.html 
  

Enjoy the rest of the summer.  We will see you in a few weeks. 
  
David G. McMahon, Principal 

http://www.aquinas-catholic.com
https://www.sas-mn.com/k12enronline/links/2020/ne/f1511_1513ne.html


 

ST. MARY’S  SCHOOL 
 
Hello St. Mary’s Family, 

We are so excited to be able to open our doors to your children this fall. Our theme of Unity couldn’t be more appropriate for this 

year. More than ever, we need to pull together as a school family and help our kids get off and running for a great school year. There 

is so much to be gained by getting our students back into the classroom for learning. Our priests are ready for their weekly visits to 

classrooms. Teachers have made the rooms safe and accommodating. We are ready to give your children a day packed full of learning, 

friends, and faith! We will be getting kids outside and into the halls for stretches and mask breaks as well as lessons as appropriate. We 

have been faced with the challenge of safely bringing back students and teachers to a place they love and miss to begin learning again. 

We have been challenged, but are up to the task (and grateful for all of your prayers and support!). Let’s get back to school, united!  

Special welcome to new staff members to the St. Mary’s family: 

4th Grade, Mr. Marc Beller. Note from Mr. Beller: I grew up in Lindsay, NE and graduated from Lindsay Holy Family.  I am mar-

ried to Bonnie and she works at Dental Works in Columbus as a dental assistant.  We have four children who all graduated from Sco-

tus.  We also have nine grandchildren.  I have a Master of Science Degree in Elementary Education and have been teaching for 19 

years.  I love teaching because I get to work with the best faculty and I have the opportunity to make a difference in the lives of our 

young children.  I am also a Taekwondo instructor and hold the rank of 7th Degree Black Belt in Columbus.  I love to hang out with 

family, golf, play basketball, foosball, and enjoy each day God gives me. 

1st Grade, Mrs. Kelly (Dailey) Tvrdy. Note from Mrs. Tvrdy: Hello! My name is Kelly (Dailey) Tvrdy! I am from Wahoo, Ne-

braska. I graduated from Bishop Neumann High School in 2015. From there, I studied at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln where I 

graduated with a Bachelors of Science in Education and Human Sciences this past May. I got married on May 16th! I have always 

known I wanted to be a teacher! I love helping children explore different ways of solving problems and helping students learn and 

grow in a positive learning environment where the Catholic faith is at the center of education. During the summers, I work at the Wa-

hoo Aquatic Center where I am an Assistant Manager and Swim Lesson Instructor! I love to read, run, walk my dog, Millie, play vol-

leyball, and spend time with my family and friends! I am looking forward to being a part of Saint Mary's Catholic School and Aquinas 

High School this fall! 

Kitchen, Mrs. Mary Lou Smith. Mary Lou is excited to join the kitchen part-time this fall. She is from David City and grew up on 

a farm near Bruno. Her husband, George, is the Maintenance Manager at Sunshine Court and they have 8 grandchildren. They are 

members of St. Mary’s parish and she loves to go bike riding, camping, and travel as much as possible in addition to spending time 

with children and grandchildren. 

Please feel free to bring your school supplies in on Aug. 11 from 3:30-5:30 PM. Two additions/corrections to the Supply List: 

Please send 2 washable masks and a water bottle (daily). Please keep one additional mask in your child’s backpack if they will 

be riding the bus. 

We begin school with a full day on Aug. 12th. We will be lining up children by classroom in the normal area—front parking 

lot. Please drive thru west to east as usual. We’ll be distancing and lining students up by classroom until we bring them into 

the school at 7:50 AM. This includes Pre-K children (and parents as needed J) who will line up along the wall by the front 

door. 

Our illness policy continues to be very fluid and change often. We will do our best to keep you informed. We do not make these 

decisions lightly, they are made in conjunction with health officials, medical providers and Diocesan consultation. We will 

provide guidance by email, through PowerSchool Messenger, and on our school website. 

Thank you so much for being concerned and supportive families. Your patience and kindness is what will help us all get this great 

school year off and running for your children. 

God bless, 

Mrs. Zook 



 

 All khaki items must be purchased from School Uniforms by Tommy Hilfiger 

 A uniform shirt with collar must be worn under sweaters 

 Previously purchased Dennis items can still be worn. 

 Black slacks can be any brand 

 Khaki items are only available for Aquinas students 

If you have questions, find the entire dress code is in the handbook online 

 This school year is the last year for our transition of navy/blue to black/gold 

 Items that must be purchased from School Uniforms by Tommy Hilfiger  

 plaid skirts & jumpers 

 sweatshirt cover-ups and “jacket” cover-ups  

 

If you have questions, find the entire dress code in the handbook online 

Lunch Payment Option 

SIGN UP FOR YOUR FREE SACCOUNT TODAY! 

  -Make a one time payment        -Set up Automatic Payments 

 Fee for online payment      Fee for online payments 

  -Get Low Balance Alerts                -View Purchases and Balances 

 Free          Free 

St. Mary’s Dress Code Clarifications 

Aquinas Catholic Dress Code Clarifications 

http://www.aquinas-catholic.com/handbook
https://aquinas-catholic.com/stmarys/st-marys-handbook/


Holy Family, St. Mary’s and Aquinas Catholic will include 

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) strategies this coming school year.

SEL is a way to teach children and adults how to 

- understand and manage their emotions

- make good decisions

- work towards positive goals

while caring for and nurturing the relationships around them 

What are these Virtues? 

How can we live virtuously in REAL life? 

Learn about the Saints who displayed these Virtues best 

Read more about the benefits of 

Social Emotional Learning 

Discover how devastation and loss  

gifted the opportunity to Choose Love 

https://chooselovemovement.org 

Choosing to love even when life is difficult 

Social Emotional Learning at Holy Family, St. Mary’s, and Aquinas 

https://chooselovemovement.org


 

August 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 

6:00-9:00PM HS  

Band & Flag Camp 

4 

6:00-9:00PM HS  

Band & Flag Camp 

5 

6:00-9:00PM HS  

Band & Flag Camp 

6 

6:00-9:00PM HS  

Band & Flag Camp 

7 

GOLD RUSH 

ACT Registration Due 

8 

9 10 

Faculty Work Day 

VB, CC, FB & SB  
Practice Begins 

11 

Faculty Work Day 

 

3:30-5:30 PM Supply Drop-

Off for PK-12 

12 
1st Day of School PK-12 

Aquinas Picture Day 

13 
1st Day of Preschool  

14 

 

15 
ASSUMPTION OF   

MARY 

16 

Brainard Holy Trinity  

Chicken Dinner 

TBA Aquinas HS FIRE 

17 18 
6:00-7:30 PM-SMS Ice 

Cream Social/Open House 

19 

7:00PM Aquinas  
Student Kickoff 

20     6:00PM  SB  

vs Wilber-Clatonia 
6:00PM VB  

@ Wisner Jamboree 
7:00PM FB Scrimmage 

21 
SMS Baptism Mass and 

Adoration 

22 

12:00PM  SB  
@ Wymore Southern 

23 

Brainard KC Guardian Angel 
Poker Run  

 
 

24 

7:00PM Beginning Band 
Instrument Display  

@ St. Mary’s 

25 

6:00PM SB  
vs Bishop Neumann 

26   

Penance Service &  
Eucharistic Adoration 

7:00PM NHS Induction  

27 

4:30PM CC @ East Butler 
6:00PM VB  

vs West Point GACC  

28 
SMS Spirit Day 

7:00PM FB  
@ Bishop Neumann 

29 

10:00AM SB @ West Point 

GACC Invite 

11:00AM VB vs Kearney 
Catholic/ St. Cecilia Tri 

30 31 
6:00PM JV FB vs Yutan  

     

 

Aquinas/St. Mary’s Catholic Schools 

www.aquinas-catholic.com/calendar 

https://aquinas-catholic.com/calendar/


 



 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

3. 

 
Milk & Water  
offered  Daily 

4. 

 
Fruit/Veggie/

Salad Bar       
offered Daily 

5. 6. 7. 

10. 11. 12. 
Mandarin Orange 
Chicken w/ Rice 

Oriental        
Vegetable Blend 

Pears 
 

13. 
Spaghetti & 
Meatballs 

Green Beans 
Garlic Toast 
Strawberries 

14. 
Scrambled Eggs 

Hashbrown 
Celery Stick w/
Peanut Butter 
Fresh Orange 

Wedges 

17. 
Breaded Chicken 

Sandwich 
Baked Potato 

Half 
Cole Slaw 

Emerald Pears 

18. 
Hot Ham & 

Cheese on Bun 
Sweet Potato 

Fries 
Baby Carrots 

Peaches 

19. 
 Tater Tot           
Casserole 

Green Beans 
Garlic Toast 

Fruit 
Cookie 

20. 
Chicken, Bacon 

Ranch Wrap 
Garnishes 
Sun Chips 

21. 
French Toast 

Sticks 
Egg Patty 

Applesauce Slush 

24. 
Hamburger on 

Bun 
Cheese Slice 
Dill Pickles 

Baked Tater Tots 
Mandarin        

25. 
Scalloped       

Potatoes & Ham 
Seasoned     
Carrots 

Bread & Butter 
Fruit of Day 

26. 
Taco Salad 

Nacho Cheese 
Chips 

Lettuce 
Cheese 
Peaches 

27. 
Chicken & Cheese 

Quesadilla 
Seasoned Rice 
Refried Beans 
Fruited Gelatin 

 

28. 
Marinara or     

Alfredo Sauce 
tossed w/WW 

Rotini 
Buttered Peas 
Cheese Bread 

31. 
Goulash 

Corn 
Breadstick 

Fruit of Day 

Sept.1 
Teriyaki Chicken 

Rice 
California     

Vegetables 
Pineapple 

Cookie 

2. 
Sloppy Joe on 

Bun 
Tater Tots 

Baked Beans 
Applesauce Slush 

3. 
Flying Saucer 

Vegetable 
Roll 

Fruit of Day 

4. 
Battered Cod 
Mac & Cheese 
Green Beans 
Strawberries 

St. Mary’s Grade School 
August 2020 

*USDA is and Equal Opportunity Provider* 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Veg/fruit bar & 

milk offered  

everyday 

Menus are subject 

     1 

2 3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

9 10 

 

11 

 

12 
Hot dogs or Polish 

Dogs Baked Beans  

Fruit  

13 
Tacos 

Garnishes 
Corn 

14    Cheese Pizza 

Tri-Tater 

Green Beans 

15   

16 

 

17 

Burritos 

Spanish Rice 

18  Chicken Bacon  
Ranch Wraps 

Garnishes 
Corn 

19 

BBQ Pork Sand-
wich 

Tater Tots 

20 

Chicken Strips 
Baked Potato 

Broccoli 

21 

Lasagna Roll-Ups 
Corn 

Garlic Bread 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

Chicken Nuggets 
Tater Tots 

Blueberry Muffin 

25 

Ham Patty On a 
Bun 

Potato Jo Jo’s 

26         Fiestadas 
Tri-Tater 

Mixed Vegetables 
Fruit 

27 Popcorn Chick-
en  

Bowls 
Corn  

28 

Shrimp Poppers 
Mac & Cheese 

Peas 

29 

 

30 31 
Corn Dog 
Tater Tots 

Baked Beans 

     

August 2020 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer 

Aquinas Hot Lunch 



 



HIGH SCHOOL SUPPLIES:  A 3 ring binder, folders, pens, pencils, etc. as main supplies for all clas-

ses, and several spiral bound notebooks.  Teachers will let you know if you need anything specific for their 

class.  

Cell phones may not be used during the school day.  We suggest that stu-

dents leave their cell phones in their car.  If a student brings a cell phone into 

school, it should be left in the student locker and must be turned off.  There is no 

break between classes when they can be used.  If a student is seen with a cell phone dur-

ing the school day, the phone will be confiscated, and the student must pay $5.00 in the 

office to get it back.  If a second offense occurs the fine will be doubled to $10.00 and will 

be doubled again to $20.00 if a third offense occurs.  

Using SCRIP and raising funds for our schools is now right in your hand!  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Ways to Purchase SCRIP 

 App (RaiseRight)

 SCIP (gift cards) are sold from the Aquinas Office

 SCIP physical gift cards or e-cards are sold at www.shopwithscip.com

If you have further questions, please contact Nancy at 402-367-8835 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com


 



 

2020 Booster Club Membership Drive 

In the coming months you have a chance to become members of the Aquinas Booster club by using this sign up sheet that 
you can send back to Aquinas, or you can contact your parish representatives.  

 

 

Individual Membership Basic membership and pocket schedules. 

Price- $20.00  

 

 

Business Membership Schedule poster, booster sign. Members printed on back of 

Price- $30.00  basketball programs. 

 

  

Monarch Membership Immediate family members get into all Aquinas events for the year. 

Price- $160.00 GREAT Deal, admission prices are $6.00 & $4.00  

  

 

Individual Monarch Card Gets one adult person into all Aquinas events for the year. 

Price- $80 

 

 

Gold Card Any Aquinas Patron over 65 can get one.  

Price- Donation Send in name and address. 

Detach along the dotted line and send to Ron Mimick, Aquinas High, PO Box 149, David City, NE  68632 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Name(s)_________________________ 

Basic Membership _______  Price $20.00 

Gold Card   _______  Price Free (donations accepted) 

Business Membership _______  Price $30.00 

Monarch Membership _______  Price $160.00 or $80.00 for an individual. 

Family members names needed for individual cards (these will be sent) 

________ ________ ________ _______     _______     _______      _______ 

Mailing Address________________________________________________  

Detach along the dotted line, include check or money & send to:  

Ron Mimick, Aquinas, PO Box 149 

David City, NE 68632 



 



 



 

HOLY FAMILY EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

622 J STREET 

DAVID CITY, NE 68632 

402-367-3062 

AQUINAS CATHOLIC 

3420 MN RD. PO BOX 149 

DAVID CITY, NE 68632 

402-367-3175 

www.aquinas-catholic.com 

ST. MARY’S ELEMENTARY 

1026 5TH ST 

DAVID CITY, NE 68632 

402-367-3669 

https://aquinas-catholic.com/

