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Dear Friends of Aquinas Catholic Schools, 

I hope that this note finds you well and enjoying the last few weeks of the school year. More than 500 

guests were able to enjoy our 24th annual Jamaican Jam Gold Rush event on April 1st. Not only was it 

a fun, sociable evening for our benefactors, alumni, parents and grandparents, it also raised a record 

amount of over $370,000 for our Catholic Schools! That is incredible! Thank you donors! Our  

Aquinas Community is incredibly blessed with awesome people who recognize the great importance 

of a Catholic education. They value it and appreciate it, and support it with their hard-earned money. 

They also know what wonderful teachers and staff we have at both schools.  

Our goal for the Blue Sky auction at the end of the night was to raise $20,000 to purchase six interac-

tive 75’ touch screens to replace our aging Smart Boards. The plan was to have three in the Elemen-

tary classrooms and three in the Middle-High School. However, the support (more than $46,000) was 

so overwhelming that we will now be able to install seven new touch-screen monitors in each school 

building! Thank you!  

I would like to thank again outgoing Coordinator Deb Svec for another amazing night for our Catholic 

Schools. Deb’s 29 years of leadership will be greatly missed. However, we are excited that Michaela 

Moravec, an eleven year Committee veteran, will be our new Advancement Director and Gold Rush 

Coordinator beginning this summer. I think there will be a smooth transition for the next school year 

and our 25th anniversary Gold Rush celebration next April. 

The Gold Rush Committee works very hard throughout the entire year to go above and beyond expec-

tations, gives all of us a fun experience to remember, and have another opportunity to be very proud of 

Aquinas Catholic Schools. We are grateful to the Russ and Diane Moravec family for their dedicated 

service to Gold Rush since the very beginning two decades ago. Also, what would our night be with-

out the delicious NaturAll prime rib donated by Dr. Ray and Lu Metzner? Thanks so much to the 

Metzners and the many, many others who so faithfully support us by their gift of time, talent, and 

treasure.  

We realize that not everyone is able to attend Gold Rush, but we greatly appreciate everyone’s support 

of our schools. Regardless of how you specifically help us further our mission of teaching and forming 

the next generation of Catholic young people, be it by volunteering or making a sacrificial financial 

gift, we are grateful. I thank you, and our students thank you. May our good God reward and bless you 

abundantly.  

Yours in Christ, 

 

Fr. Sean M. Timmerman  
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God Bless! 

 
Spencer Zysset, Principal 

https://cdolinc.net/enrollment/


 



 

Thank you to everyone who  

donated to, helped with,  

attended, or purchased items at 

Gold Rush 2022.  The evening was 

a huge success with the proceeds 

before expenses at $374,000. 

A special thank you to the  

committee who puts in hours of 

time before and the weekend of the 

event. And to our auctioneers, The 

Moravec Family, we thank you. 

We have a few Aquinas 
soft side coolers left 
from the Gold Rush 
Raffle.  These can be 
purchased at Aquinas 

for $30.  They feature a 
zip out lining for easy 

cleaning, shoulder 
strap and backpack 

straps 



 

…...from everyone at  

                 Aquinas Catholic Schools! 

Thank you to 

the ladies on 

the Salad 

Luncheon  

Committee for  

putting on a  

wonderful event 

for our Music 

and Fine Arts  

Departments. 

Thank you to Tom 

Pohl and Butler 

County Welding for 

helping us  

unload our big  

Thank you to all of the 

parents who helped with 

District Music.  Whether 

you drove, hauled risers 

or helped prepare stu-

dents (Bill & Melissa), we 

greatly appreciate your 

help and our students did 

so well thanks to your 

help and support. 

Mrs. Ostdiek &  

Mr. Haberman 

Thank you to the Post 
Prom Committee and 
all of your volunteers 
for putting on a safe 

and fun event for our 
Juniors and Seniors 

and their dates after 
Prom!  Thank you to 
all who donated to 
this event as well. 



 

 

GOAL:  $150,000.00 

Received:  $147,488.00   

We just need $2,500 more  

to reach our goal!  

Aquinas Catholic Schools 

2021-22 Annual Appeal 

Your generous gift will help us to bridge the gap  

between Parish Assessments and Tuition.    

You can make your gifts online at  

aquinas-catholic.com or mail them to Aquinas 

Catholic Schools,  Attn:  Annual Appeal,  

P.O. Box 149, David City, NE  68632   

$150,000.00 
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The Kindergarteners learned all about plants! We talked about their differ-
ent parts—roots, stem, leaves, flower, and seeds. Then the students all got 
to plant their own flowers! We have been watering them and can’t wait to 
see if they grow!    

                            Mrs. Alison Fozzard & Mrs. Katie Vavrina 

First Grade 
 

The First Graders review some 

skills taught in Math class  

every day when we do our  

Calendar.  We always identify 

the day of the week and the 

date.  Then we practice telling 

time, money, patterns, 

shapes,  tally marks, place val-

ue,  and counting by 1, 2, 5, 

10, and 100.  Finally we do a 

mental math problem or write 

a number sentence for a story 

problem.  These are all good 

skills to practice each day so 

that we know them very well. 

    

   Mrs. Kelly Tvrdy  

              & Mrs. Sandy Vavrina 
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                            Third Grade  

The Solar System has been fascinating to the students! They have learned a 
lot of facts and details about each of the planets, the moon and the sun. 
One interesting fact the students learned about Jupiter is that it is not only 

the biggest planet, but the giant red “spot” on it is a storm that has been raging for more than 
300 years! 

All the Reading Groups have or are currently reading a chapter book. The students do such a 
great job of remembering all the facts from these stories. They have certainly progressed in 
their reading abilities and their ability to recall information. Remember to encourage your 
child to read more chapter books over the summer.  

We are really looking forward to our big event…our field trip to Morrill Hall and the Villa Regi-
na Motherhouse. At Morrill Hall, we will tour the museum and then watch a movie about 
space in the planetarium. At the Motherhouse we will visit with the School Sisters of Christ 
the King, learn about their vocation and eat lunch with the Sisters.  We are all looking forward 

to this exciting day!              Mrs. Janak and Mrs. Naiberk 

Fourth Grade 

Mrs. Smith’s fourth graders made earth lodge and tipi dioramas as they learned about 
Native American homes in Nebraska history. In May, all of the fourth graders will 
take a field trip to the state capitol building in Lincoln, as well as the Saunders County 
historical museum. This will culminate our study of our great state of Nebraska!  

     

    -Mrs. Julie Smith and Mr. Marc Beller  
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As the school year comes to an end, Science seems to be exploding , literally with volcano projects, Mo-
tion labs, and Chemistry knowledge.  We never seem to have enough time to do all the cool things we 
come up with in science. Hopefully the students will take what we have learned and apply to their eve-
ryday life.   
8th graders are learning mixtures, compounds, molecules, and memorizing elements on the periodic ta-
ble.  We discussed homogenous mixtures (solutions/ Kool-Aid) and heterogeneous mixtures (Chex mix) 
and the differences and similarities as well as how they are different then compounds.  
7th graders have been learning about Newton’s Laws of Motion.  We did a Sneaker lab that discussed the 
starting, stopping and sideways friction of different tennis shoes. Then we performed labs that showed 
each of newton’s laws as well as momentum conservation.  Next we will be learning Pascal’s Principle, 
Bernoulli’s principle as well as Archimedes' Principle. Then the students will design tin foil boats to hold 
the most mass.  
6th graders have learned about earthquakes and volcanoes.  They then created 3D models of a volcano 
to show the parts we learned.  Volcanoes were made out of Legos, clay, paper, rice crispys, even 
lampshades. It is always amazing what these students come up with.  We will finish up the year with 
rocks and minerals.  May sound boring but when you get to scratch, weigh, and even taste samples to 
identify them it gets a little crazy.  
The 8th graders astronomy unit had them looking at the moon and its phases. They were able to see the 
moon phases change right up to the Paschal Pink Full Moon on the Easter Vigil.  Did you know that the 
date of Easter depends on the First Sunday after the Full Moon after the Spring Equinox?  So spring be-
gins March 20th so the first full moon after that was Saturday April 16th so Easter was on the Sunday 
April 17th.   Love when our Science connects with our religion! Hope everyone has a great Easter season.  

Rice Crispy Volcano Gallery walk of Volcano Projects.  
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The seniors made their last visit with the kindergarten 
students on April 21st.  The seniors visited the class-

rooms once a month over the school year.  It was a pos-
itive experience for the seniors and kindergarten stu-

dents!  The seniors learned a new appreciation for their 
elementary teachers because the young ones have a 

great deal of energy and the seniors were usually ex-
hausted but entertained after each visit.  

Seniors and 
Kindergarten! 



 

Baccalaureate Mass:  Wednesday, May 11, 2022, at 7:00 P.M. at St. Mary’s Church 
Graduation:              Sunday, May 15th, 2022, at 4:30  

in the Aquinas Catholic Schools North Gymnasium 
Saying: “There comes a day when you’re going to look around and realize  

happiness is where you are.”  Chief Tua Moana 
Verse: “Surely He knows my way; when He tests me, I will emerge as gold.”  

Job 23:10 
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Art Day Camp organized and sponsored by the Butler County Arts Council returns to the 

Aquinas Art room this July with a choice of up to six different sessions with activities 

taught by excellent art instructors. There are two 2 hour sessions per day beginning on 

Wednesday, July 27
th

 at 10 am with Diane Noonan teaching origami (the art of folding paper 

into shapes) to create unique works of art. That afternoon at 1 pm – Addie Zook leads how to 

draw cartoon portraits on shrinky-dink sheets to make your own keychain or charm. Thursday, 

July 28
th at 

10 am - Sarah Juranek teaches how to make a woven hoop wall hanging utilizing a 

hula hoop as a frame, material, yarn and beads. At 1 pm - Addie Zook will teach how to cre-

ate colorful beads in polymer clay. The unique items created with these will be done after the 

beads are fired & cooled. Friday, July 29
th

 at 10 am – Gabrielle Comte will introduce a simple 

screen printing method which uses easily found equipment and can be used on paper and fab-

rics to create multiples of a design. 1 pm -  Diane Noonan will lead creation of pop-up cards 

which delight people of all ages.  

 

The Art Day Camp instructors this year include:  

Sarah Juranek who is a recent graduate of the studio art program at UNK returning for 

her 5
th
 year of summer teaching for this program.                        

Diane Noonan is a new art day camp instructor but an experienced art teacher from David 

City H. S., a member of Columbus Area artists for over 20 years & board member for Associa-

tion of Nebraska Art Clubs.  

Gabrielle Comte is a returning art instructor and  UNL grad in Visual Arts employed full 

time by Bone Creek Art Museum.  

Addie Zook is a gifted artist & graduate of Aquinas who taught art day camp last year and is 

now a graphic design major at Benedictine College. 

 

From the summer sessions samples of the artwork will be on view in the library during the 

month of August. Direct any questions to Anna Nolan (anolan@bonecreek.org) who is volunteer 

administrator of the Butler County Arts Council and can be reached by text or call at 402-641-

6458.  

           
Pre-registration required  

Sign in between 9:15 am and  10 am each day 
Fees include art materials. 
Participants are responsible for noon lunch. 
Students will be able to take home a finished artwork from each session.  
Registration form must be signed by parent or guardian.  
 
 

Applications will be online with Butler County Arts Council website and Bone Creek Art 

Museum website and available in the David City library and at the Aquinas office window 

and in the Bone Creek Museum of Agrarian Art at 575 E Street, David City, NE 68632. 

 

https://bonecreek.org  

mailto:anolan@bonecreek.org
https://bonecreek.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAUNDERS COUNTY DRIVING SCHOOL LLC. 

 SUMMER 2022 

                                                                      DAVID CITY AQUINAS HIGH SCHOOL 

Student Name_____________________________________ 

 
Address       City______________________   State___________   Zip Code______________ 

 
Date Of Birth________________ 

 
Day Phone_______________________ Cell Phone_____________  Amount Paid____________ 

 
Please contact Randy Shada to make payment arrangements or a payment plan. Make checks payable to Saunders Coun-
ty Driving School LLC.    Tuition $330.00 CASH OR CHECK ONLY PLEASE 

 
Return payment to   Randy Shada    

    1815 N. Locust       

    Wahoo, NE 68066   

 
 

Classroom: David City Aquinas High School 

3420 MN Road Highway 15  

Instructor: Mr. Randy Shada 

Classroom Dates/Times     

JUNE 13,14,15,16,17  

Classroom 8:00-12:00  

Course Curriculum will include: 

20 hours of classroom instruction  

5 hours behind the wheel instruction which will include, residential, business, city, highway, interstate driving 

Parking, emergency situations, gravel roads. 

Course completion will allow student to obtain his or her school permit or provisional operators permit (POP). 

 
Note: Students must have a Learner’s Permit to drive in the driver’s education car. Students can take the classroom portion 
WITHOUT HAVING A LEARNERS PERMIT.  Students should bring a spiral notebook to class and a pen or pencil. 

 
Driving times will be set up in class with Mr. Shada . If your child is scheduled to drive and can’t, they must give the driving 
instructor a minimum of 6 hours notice or they will be charged a $25 “No call, no show” fee. 

Students will not be able to drive until the full $330.00 tuition is paid in full. 

 

    Return top portion with tuition payment 



 

HOLY FAMILY EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

622 J STREET 

DAVID CITY, NE 68632 

402-367-3062 

www.aquinas-catholic.com 

AQUINAS CATHOLIC  
ELEMENTARY 

1026 5TH ST 
DAVID CITY, NE 68632 

402-367-3669 

AQUINAS CATHOLIC  
MS/HS 

3420 MN RD. PO BOX 149 
DAVID CITY, NE 68632 

402-367-3175 

If we make our goal to live a life of compassion and uncon-

ditional love, then the world will indeed become a garden 

where all kinds of flowers can bloom and grow.   
Elisabeth Kubler-Ross 

 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

https://aquinas-catholic.com/

