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December, 2022 
Dear Aquinas Families, 

Come Lord Jesus! The final words in the Bible from the Book of Revelation proclaim that sentiment. We want Jesus 
to come. Advent and Christmas are two very special and important liturgical seasons for us as Catholics and for many 
people throughout the Christian world. Advent is the short liturgical season where we prepare spiritually for the com-
ing of Christ in the flesh which we call his Incarnation. This season also has a second coming that we are preparing 
for, his final coming. Therefore, the readings at Mass focus on the prophets during the Advent season. The prophets 
were getting the people of Israel prepared. They wanted them to wake up and be ready for God and his judgement. 
We too, should always be prepared not just for Christmas but each day should the Lord call us back to himself. And 
so, during these four weeks we increase our prayer, we are asked to be generous to the poor and those in need and to 
sacrifice through acts of mortification or possibly doing something extra. 

Remember to keep your family in the Advent season. Put out an advent wreath on the table, get an advent calendar 
for the kids to open each day, sacrifice something as a family (maybe electronics and technology) and be sure to get 
to Mass and to pray during these four weeks.  

On Sunday December 18th, the entire deanery, that is our 12 parishes in the area, will have confession. Each parish 
usually brings in a guest confessor if you prefer to go to someone other than you pastor. Additionally, all the parishes 
will have extra confession times the week of Christmas. The best way to receive the amazing graces of Christmas is 
to humble ourselves and seek out Christ’s mercy! It truly prepares our hearts to receive the gift God wants to give to 
us, His very Son! Make time for Confession.         

At the end of these four weeks, our focus shifts to the joy of Christmas. Jesus Christ comes into the world for our sal-
vation. I love the song O Holy Night. Its lyrics have a profound and deep meaning,  

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, till He appeared and the soul felt its worth 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn 

Fall on your knees, oh, hear the angel voices, O night divine, the night when Christ was born. 
 
Later we hear… 

 
Chains he shall break, for the slave is our brother, and in his name all oppression shall cease 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, with all our hearts we praise His holy name. 

 
Therefore, we rejoice at Christmas! God sends someone who become like us who “dispels wickedness, washes faults 
away, restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to mourners, drives out hatred, fosters concord, and brings down the 
mighty.” (Easter Exultet) 
 
My brothers and sisters, don’t miss out on the opportunity to be loved by Christ this Christmas. In this special season 
God gives us a child to wipe away our fears and to give us hope!  
 
I pray that all our Aquinas faculty and staff, students, your families, our benefactors, and friends will be kept safe and 
abundantly blessed this Christmas. Thank you for all you do to support our Catholic School. May you know joy this 
Christmas. May this joy never subside in your hearts and your home!  

Merry Christmas, 

 

 

Fr. Michael Ventre  



 



 



 



 

The Kindergarteners received flags on Veterans Day from the American Legion Auxiliary of 

David City, presented by Sharon DeWispelare. The students enjoyed learning about veter-

ans and asked many good questions.  They also made cards for veterans in our community.  

Mrs. Miller & Mrs Fozzard 

KINDERGARTEN 

First Grade did word work with the word 
Thanksgiving!  They counted the number of 
letters, vowels, consonants, hanging letters, 
and tall letters in the word.  Afterwards, 
they worked with a partner to make as many 
words as they could from the word. 

Mrs. Vavrina & Mrs. Ketteler 

First Grade  



 

It seems so hard to believe that we are so far into the school year already. 
We are currently learning about Moses and how he led the Israelites to freedom with God’s help. We 
are also learning the Ten Commandments and how we need to live our lives according to God’s laws.   
We are learning about vertebrates in Science. We will study the characteristics of different types of 
animal groups in more detail.  
All the Third graders wrote what they are most grateful for on our “Gratitude Pumpkin”. We strive 
to remember and be thankful for all the God gives us.  

Mrs. Janak and Mrs. Naiberk  

Third Grade 

5th Graders did research and reports on 

saints to give ideas of who to dress up 

for. This is Dylan Masilko presenting on 

St. Hubert, the patron saint of hunters.   

Mrs. Comte & Mrs. Nienhueser 

Fifth Grade 



 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

   1 
Chicken, Bacon & 

Ranch Wrap 
Potato Wedges 

Pretzels 
Emerald Pears 

2 
FRENCH TOAST 

STICKS 
NOT BAKE! 
Hash Brown 

Yogurt 

5 
Spaghetti w/
Meat Sauce 

Corn 
Breadstick 

Applesauce Slush 
 

6 
Chicken Strips 

Smile Fries 
Roll 

Grapes 
 

7 
Chili 

Cinnamon Roll 
Baby Carrots 
Apple Slices 

 
10AM   

8 
 

No School 
Immaculate   
Conception 

9 
Bosco Sticks 

Marinara 
Green Beans 

Peaches 
 
 

12 
Breaded Chicken 

Patty on Bun 
Tater Tots 

Mixed Veg Blend 
Emerald Pears 

13 
Frito Pie 

Corn 
Churro 

Jell-O w/ Fruit 

14 
Steak Fingers 

Mashed Potatoes 
& Gravy 

Green Beans 
Roll 

Oranges 

15 
Scalloped         

Potatoes w/Ham 
Peas 
Roll 

Peaches 
 

16 
Cheese Stuffed 

Crust Pizza 
Broccoli 
Ranch 

Pineapple 
 

19 
Orange Chicken 

Rice 
 Roasted Broccoli 

Egg Roll 
Tropical Fruit 

 

20 
Hamburger/Bun 

Cheese 
Pickles 
Fries 

Baby Carrots 
Grapes 

21 
Corn Dog 

Baked Beans 
Potato Chips 

Pears 
 

22 
Fiestada Pizza 

Corn 
Peaches 

Jell-O Poke Cake 

24 
 

No School 

  Reminder:  
We are not able to 

get all food items we 
are asking for, so 
bare with us as   

menus may need to 
change, we will try 

to let students know.  

 
Milk & water   
offered Daily 
Fruit/Veggie/

Salad Bar       
Offered Daily 

 
 

Menu is Subject to 
Change and will be 

posted for students 
knowledge 

Aquinas Catholic Elementary 
December 2022 

USDA is an Equal Opportunity 
Provider 



 

Several options have been added to our usual SCRIP inventory for your  Christmas shopping   

convenience!  Please contact your parish SCRIP representative to place your order or  

call Nancy Vrbka at  (402) 367-8835 or the HS at (402) 367-3175.  Thanks! Nancy. 
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…...from everyone at  

                 Aquinas Catholic Schools! 

Thank you to Fr. Sughroue for being 

the Emcee, on prayer team and help-

ing to clean up at the Encounter High 

School Retreat on November 18th!  

Your time, prayers and talents are 

greatly appreciated! 

SOUL CLUB thanks those who have brought 

coats to school which have been delivered 

to Blue Valley Community Action.  And 

thank you in advance for purchasing 

S.O.U.L. Club raffle tickets!  Prizes will be 

drawn on Friday, January 20th! 

Thank you American Legion for supplying flags to the Kindergar-

ten classes and Sharon Dewispelare who represented the  

American Legion Auxiliary of David City, handed flags out, and 

taught the Kindergarteners about veterans  



 

 

A 

HUGE  

 

 

                     

goes out to Tony Smith,  

Corey Vandenberg, and all  

they guys at Vandenberg Electric  

for donating their time and talents.   

Thanks to their hard work we were able to  

roll out the  1:1 devices for student  use much  

earlier than expected. 
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S.O.U.L. CLUB (SERVING OTHERS UNDER LOVE) 
is a service club that supports 7 charities.  Mrs. 
Nolan has been volunteer moderator since 
1999. The annual Christmas Angel Tree pro-
ject has all classes collect funds to give gift 
cards and special items requested  by families 
served by Genesis PDC. This year SOUL Club 
been asked to help a family with 2 tween boys, 
1 boy and 2 girls  in the 10 year old range. All 
5of these children would  love to have new 
bikes.  The presentation will be made Friday 
December 9th during House period at 9:30 
am. 

COAT DRIVE:  we will again be collecting new 
or gently used  coats which will be distributed 



 

 
  

 From the Career Counseling Office 
Seniors and their Parents:  Watch  your emails for information from the Career 

Counseling Office.  There have been several emails sent out already this year. 

December To-Do List 
• Admission Applications should 

be in! 

• Start filling out local scholar-

ships 

• Log on and create a FAFSA  ID 

• Ask admissions rep about schol-

arships at the college 

• Make an appointment with Edu-

cationQuest to assist you in  

     filing the FAFSA 

John Baylor Update 
     This month we are finishing up 
with our John Baylor Prep Program 
with the seniors!  The juniors began 
in November, and the sophomores 
will begin soon.  Students will con-
tinue to have 24/7 access to the ma-
terial at: 
www.johnbaylorontocollege.com   I 
encourage them to log in to their 
accounts and watch videos and 
complete the practice problems.  
There are amazing 30 second video 
clips that cover all content.   

 Junior Meeting ... 
This month I will have two meet-
ings with the Junior Class  We 
will talk about the College Plan-
ning Time-line for the Junior and 
Senior year.  We will also begin 
to work on our resumes, research 
careers search for colleges.  They 
were also given information on 
Dual Credit Classes offered here 
at Aquinas. 
 I encourage you as parents 
to have a conversation with your 
child about college and career 
planning.  Studies show that par-
ents have more influence on Col-
lege Planning than teachers, 
counselors, siblings and even 
peers.  We will meet during the 
second semester to work on this 
information. 

Finanacial Aid Season  
 This month the seniors have been 
busy finishing up their admission paper-
work.  They have also began looking into 
different scholarship programs.   
 In December, Seniors will have a 
“Buffett Buffet” to introduce them to the 
Susan Thompson Buffet Scholarship.  This 
is a large scholarship based on financial 
need for a student attending a Nebraska 
college.  Students who have an Expected 
Family Contribution below $10,000 are 
especially encouraged to apply.  
(EducationQuest Foundation has a calcula-
tor to help determine this.)  I strongly en-
courage you to look into this application.   
 This month seniors will create a pro-
file with EducationQuest’s Scholarship 
Database:  ScholarshipQuest.  This data-
base finds scholarships that meet the crite-
ria they specify.  It mainly focuses on Ne-
braska scholarships and will help them 
narrow in on scholarships and make the 
searching more manageable. 

https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm
http://www.johnbaylorprep.com/
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HOLY FAMILY EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

622 J STREET 

DAVID CITY, NE 68632 

402-367-3062 

www.aquinas-catholic.com 

AQUINAS CATHOLIC  
ELEMENTARY 

1026 5TH ST 
DAVID CITY, NE 68632 

402-367-3669 

AQUINAS CATHOLIC  
MS/HS 

3420 MN RD. PO BOX 149 
DAVID CITY, NE 68632 

402-367-3175 

“For today in the city of David there has been 
born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 

Luke 2:11 

https://aquinas-catholic.com/

