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Aquinas Families, 
 

State Compliance Visit - On Monday October 2nd, we had our Compliance Visit for the first time since 2002. As 
a private parochial school, Aquinas is a Rule 14 school in the State of Nebraska. We comply under this rule 
for legal operations. This visit with its requirements establishes minimum standards for the operation of 
nonpublic schools and supports the missions and goals of nonpublic education in Nebraska while insuring 
a level of quality and equality of educational opportunity. I am pleased that our visit found us not only 
compliant but above those standards.  

National Honor Society - On Wednesday October 4th, the Aquinas Chapter of the National Honor Society in-
ducted 10 new members into National Honor Society. Congratulations to those students on their achieve-
ment in the areas of Scholarship, Service, Character and Leadership. In my homily to the students and their 
families I commended them on their hard work and accomplishments. I used an address John Paul II gave 
to high school students reminding them that the Church puts so much time and energy into Catholic Edu-
cation because of one thing, the person Jesus Christ. John Paul II told the youth that the Church and world 
needs them as we need our students today, to be His witnesses.     

Sports - What a month it has been for our student athletes! Congratulations to our Girls Softball Team who for 
the first time in program history advanced to state in Hastings earlier this month. In Cross Country, our 
Girls Team also went to state and placed 10th as a team. Congrats to senior Gianna Frasher on placing 2nd 
individually! Girls Volleyball competed in the subdistricts in Clarkson completing their season. Our band 
was in Lincoln for State receiving high marks in their performance. Lastly, our boys will be in action against 
Norfolk Catholic as the playoffs for State Football begin. Go Monarchs!    

All Saints Day - Next Wednesday, November 1st, is the solemnity of All Saints. On this day, we pray with and 
ask intercession from the Church Triumphant, the saints in heaven. What a powerful moment connecting 
with Francis, Benedict, Mother Teresa and our own loved ones now in heaven! School is closed this day to 
give our families time to come to Church, to receive the Eucharist and fulfill their Catholic obligation. As 
parents, the first teachers of your children, please show them the importance of the Mass and the Eucha-
rist.      

Strategic Plan - Please remember to complete the survey as we begin our new Strategic Plan. As parents, 

you’re our major stakeholders and your feedback is vital to our future.  The survey is very short and easy 

to do. To complete the survey, go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AQUINASCATHOLIC  

(Update) Holy Family ELC Openings - We continue to need both full-time and part-time workers at Holy Fami-

ly. Again, even if your availability is only a couple of days a week, please consider putting in an application. 

Online applications can be submitted on the Aquinas website: https://aquinas-catholic.com/careers/  

Please know of my gratitude for each of you, the students you have entrusted to us, and the sacrifices you make  
daily for our school. It does not go unnoticed!  
 

 
Fr. Michael Ventre  

CAO, Aquinas Catholic Schools 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/AQUINASCATHOLIC
https://aquinas-catholic.com/careers/


 

AQUINAS MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL 

402-367-3175 | Fax 402-367-3176 

 Middle/High School Principal update- November 2023  

I don’t know about you, but it seems like just a few days ago that I was writing how hard to believe it is  

that the school year was already here, and now we are already a quarter of the way through it. While I’m not 

excited about the direction the weather is going, I am excited about the direction Aquinas Middle/High School is 

going. While we aren’t perfect and never will be, we will continue to strive to be the best we can be and find 

ways to improve. We also have some very positive things going for us that I hope our families are excited about 

as well. From sacramental opportunities to facility improvements, Houses to community service, academic 

offerings to extracurriculars, we are always looking to grow as a school and improve the ways in which we form 

future saints. Aquinas Middle/High School has been a wonderful place to be for the last 2.25 years, and I’m ex-

cited to see what the future holds for us!  

 

Current news  

   •  Bus drivers needed- Aquinas Catholic Schools needs a route driver for the Shelby/Rising City daily route. 

If you are interested in a more-rewarding-than-you-might-realize position please contact me! Aquinas covers all 

expenses for you to get your license and training to become a bus driver.  

   • Community service hours- As the year has progressed, we have had a few different community mem-

bers reach out with opportunities for students to complete community service hours. If your student(s) needs 

some ideas for opportunities for community service hours, they can either stop by the office or ask their House 

teacher. Hopefully your student has already completed some community service hours or has a plan for how 

and when to complete them as the year progresses. House teachers can be an excellent resource in this area.  

   •  Tri-Councils- Thank you to all who attended Tri-Councils on October 19th! 77% of all MS/HS families 

were represented. Report cards were sent home with students the week after Tri-Councils, and final Q1 grades 

can also be viewed on PowerSchool, as well as current grades for Q2.  
 

Upcoming events  

   •  All Souls Day Mass- Thursday, November 2nd  

   •  Daylight Savings Time ends- Sunday, November 5th  

   •  MS/HS Veteran’s Day Program- Friday, November 10th  

   •  Alumni Phone-a-thon- Sunday, November 12th & Monday, November 13th  

   •  Thanksgiving Break- Wednesday, November 22nd- Friday, November 23rd  
 

Schedule changes/reminders  

   •  No school- Wednesday, November 1st (All Souls Day)  

   •  No school- Monday, November 6th (Teacher Professional Development)  

   •  1pm early dismissal, Houses parish service projects, SAT Day- Tuesday, November 21st  
 

 

God Bless!  

 

 

 

 

Spencer Zysset, Principal  



 



 

 

…...from everyone at  

                 Aquinas Catholic Schools! 

Thank you to the ladies that came and helped label 

all of the Fall Alumni Newsletters! 

Thank you to Lowe’s 

of Lincoln for do-

nating half the cost 

of a new DeWalt 

Power Miter Saw!  

Thank you to Amanda Stutzman 

and Becky Romshek for feeding 

the teachers during Tri-Councils 

Thank You to Steve & 

Julie Stara for letting 

the Kindergarten & 

Senior classes pick 

pumpkins! 

Thank you to all the families that sup-

ported the Aquinas Elementary Book 

Fair these past couple of weeks!!  



 

 

…...from everyone at  

                 Aquinas Catholic Schools! 

Thank You’s from the Elementary! 
 

...for summer help: 

The Ruth’s for helping with edging 

The Krivanek’s for helping with moving gravel 

The Sloup’s for helping with sod and mulch 

Jason Campbell for help with concrete 

 

...for painting: 

Mrs. Jessica Romshek’s mother and mother-in-law 

Mrs. Jessica Miller’s boys, the Zook kids & Angie Krivanek 

 

… for supply & other help: 

The Samek kids & Mr. Tom Polacek (lots of  things!!) 

 

...for garden help:   

Helen Hall 

 

...for Heading PTO this year:   
 

Amy Didier & Molly Klosterman 
 

 

...for helping with the ice cream social and Open House: 

Molly Klosterman, Lulu Pena, Miranda Fontenot, Julie Sabata, Melissa Hotovy, 

Melissa Davis, Cris Hoelscher, Angie Krivanck, Pat Havlovic, McKenzie Jakub, 

5th Grade parents and other helpers for cleanup! 
 

The Collins Family: 

for the new sick bed 
 

...for help with Mary’s Birthday & Rosary:   

Molly Klosterman & Bridget Reed 
 

...for help with picture day:   

Amy Didier 



 

 Kindergarten has been busy exploring! We have used 
all our senses to find things in nature and created some 
nature crafts. We have also navigated our way through 
The Levant! 
 We would also like to thank the Stara family for let-
ting us pick out pumpkins at their farm. This year the 
Seniors joined us, and we had a great time!  Also, to Tom 
and Jane Samek and Devin Betzen for pumpkins to paint 
and experiment with! We had fun seeing if pumpkins 
would sink or float, roll, how tall they were with linking 
cubes, feeling the insides, and counting seeds!  
    Mrs. Emswiler and Mrs. Miller  



 

Mrs. Jakub taught the First Graders about two amaz-

ing saints – St. John Paul II and St. Therese.  

The boys made papal mitres like St. John Paul II would 

have worn, and the girls made crowns of roses since St. 

Therese is called the “Little Flower.” 

       Mrs. Smith & Mrs. Fozzard 



 

The Third graders are in the midst of learning the Mysteries of 

the Rosary. They are coloring pages for each mystery which will be 

made into a book. We have discussed each mystery in detail in or-

der to be able to meditate upon them while praying. In Science we 

are studying about Balancing Forces by doing experiments and 

making predictions on how force can affect our daily lives. We 

have enjoyed these fall days with an extra recess or two. 

     LaDonna Naiberk and Tina Janak 



 

Aquinas Honor Roll – Quarter 1, 2023-2024 

 

Grade 6:  Leah Adair, Leah Emswiler, Turner Hartman, Kendra Havlovic, Kaylyn 
Junck, Esther Meysenburg, Elizabeth Moravec, Vincent Oliver, Caden Vandenberg, 
Elliot Wacker, Samuel Yindrick 
 

Grade 7:  Camden DeWispelare, Damon DeWispelare, Madelyn Emory, Bailee 
Hough, Thomas Juranek, Emerson Krivanek, Sabra Meister, Zane Meysenburg, 
Danica Romshek, Emily Schmid 
 

Grade 8:   Allisson Alcantara, Jacqueline Comte, Kristin Coufal, Robert Dalton, 
Natalia Lopez, Rebekah Masek 
 

Freshman Honor Roll:  Brookelynn Banholzer, Riley Campbell, Sarah Coufal, 
Tristan Davis, Madelyn Hein, Dayne Jakub, Annastasia Meysenburg, Mary Kathe-
rine Moravec, Max Oliver, Anna Schmid, Kade Semin, Taylor Smith, Jordyn 
Vandenberg, Skyler Vandenberg 
 

Freshman Honorable Mention:  Kaela Karpisek, Gunner Marushak, William 
Podolak, Landon Pohl, Logan Vandenberg, Jacob Wacker, Rose Wessling 
 

Sophomore Honor Roll:  Lilly Collins, Evan Hoelscher, Grace Masek,  
Miranda Novacek, Violet Schmid, Madison Vandenberg, Rebecca Wacker, Ainsley 
Wollmer, Augustine Yindrick 
 

Sophomore Honorable Mention:  Clarice Andel, Bella Fontenot, Lauren Meister,  
Lydia Meysenburg, Colby Miller, Marissa Miratsky, Becca Podolak, Kaitlyn 
Schneider, Sydni Svoboda 
 

Junior Honor Roll:  Katie Burwell, Isabella Comte, Flora Dalton, Isabella Kadavy, 
Garett Novacek, Avery Oltmer, Alexandra Prochaska, Elizabeth Roh, Molly Ruiz, 
Sara Schmid, Tylee Truksa,Traeton Vandenberg 
 

Junior Honorable Mention:  Kurtis Baer, Isabel Grady, Sydney Hartman, Keltie 
Hein, Marcus Krivanek, Kasen Lavicky, Bryant Stouffer, Brooklyn Stutzman 
 

Senior Honor Roll:  Dylan Andel, Rebecca Andel, Jordyn Bohuslavsky, Josiah 
Brezina, Tate Hain, Jakob Kavan, Wesley Miller, Emma Prochaska, Bianca  
Romshek, Stellan Wessling 
 

Senior Honorable Mention:  Lydon DeWispelare, Jacob Moravec, Robert Pytlik, 
Luke Reiter 



 

Campus Ministry
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ordered your 2023-24 yearbook? 

October 1 – November 30 à $70 
December 1 – January 31 à $80 

February 1 – March 31 --$85 

Please list each student & grade separately, and return to the 

school.  If you have questions please contact Ms. Brown at 

(402) 367-3175 or jean-brown@cdolinc.net   
Student ___________________________________________________________   Grade _________ 

 

Student ___________________________________________________________   Grade _________ 

 

Student ___________________________________________________________   Grade _________ 

 

 

 

S.O.U.L. CLUb...Mrs. Anna Nolan, Moderator 

 

Annual coat drive!  All Donations are passed on 
to Blue Valley Community Action in David City.  

 

 

  Donations toward Angel tree will be passed along by 
mid December in care of Genesis House. Gift cards for gas 
or Chamber Dollars Certificates are especially welcome.  

mailto:jean-brown@cdolinc.net


 

 
Aquinas Catholic Schools 

November 2023 
USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

 
Menu is Subject 
to Change and 

will be posted for 
students 

knowledge 

 
Milk & water     
offered Daily 
Fruit/Veggie/

Salad Bar        
Offered Daily 

1 
 

No School 

2 
Pizza Joe on WG 

Bun 
Tater Tots 

Baby Carrots 
Ranch 

3 
Pancakes/Syrup 

Hash Brown 
Cheese Omelet 
Orange Juice 
Celery w/ PB 

6 
 

No School 

7 
Mini Corndogs 
Baked Beans 
Potato Chips 

Peaches 

8 
Popcorn Chicken  
Mashed Potatoes 

Gravy 
Corn 

WG Roll 
Mandarin Oranges 

9 
 Cheesy Potato 

Bacon Soup 
Ham & Cheese 

Sandwich 
Chips 

Condiments 

10 
Cheese Crunchers 
(Breaded Cheese 

Stick) 
Marinara  

Green Beans 
Fresh Oranges 

13 
Pulled Pork Sand-
wich on WG Bun 

Baked Beans 
Coleslaw 

Emerald Pears 

14 
Meatball Sub 

WG Bun 
Green Beans 

Sun Chips 
Peaches 

15 
Chicken Strips 

Smile Fries 
(AQE) 

Jo Jo’s (MS/HS) 
Corn 

WG Roll 

16 
Turkey 

Mashed Potatoes 
Stuffing 

Green Bean        
Casserole 

Cranberry Fluff 
Pumpkin Dessert 

17 
Fish Sticks 
Macaroni & 

Cheese 
Peas 

WG Roll 
Apple Slices 

20 
Walking Taco 
Condiments 
Tater Tots 

Churro 
Pineapple 

21 
Chicken Alfredo 

WG Rotini 
Broccoli 

Garlic Toast 
Tropical Fruit 

 

22 
 

No School 
 

23 
 

No School 
Happy      

Thanksgiving! 

24 
 

No School 
 

27 
Orange Chicken 

Rice 
Roasted Broccoli 

Egg Roll  
Tropical Fruit 

 

28 
Hot Beef   
Sandwich 
Mashed          

Potatoes/Gravy 
Corn 

Jell-O w/Fruit 

29 
Porkette 

Mashed Potatoes 
Green Beans 

Pears 

30 
Hamburger on 

WG Bun 
Cheese Slice/

Pickles 
Tater Tots 

Cucumber Salad 

 



   
 From the Career Counseling Office 

Seniors and their Parents: Watch  your emails for information from the Career 

Scholarships come in all shapes and sizes, but most of them have a similar application process. If you know some general guidelines for 

scholarship applications, it can make the process seem a lot less overwhelming. Here are some do’s and don’ts that you should keep in 

mind while applying for scholarships. 

DO Make the Deadline 

The first thing you should do when you decide to apply for a specific scholarship is check the scholarship deadline. Now that you’ve 

found the date, make sure that you understand how to send your application, where to send it, and by what time (if applicable). Some 

scholarships list a postmark deadline, in which case the application needs to be mailed by the deadline. Other scholarships require that 

your application arrives by the deadline. Now make sure that you send ALL of your application materials according to the deadline 

instructions. If your application is late, it will often not be considered. Why would you put in all that work for nothing? 
 

DON’T Procrastinate 

It’s no secret that scholarship applications take time and effort to complete. So it’s very important that you not put off the application 

until the last minute. If you procrastinate, you are more likely to make mistakes in your application or not be able to get everything to-

gether in time. Even if you are able to get all of your application materials together correctly, the quality of your application will suffer. If 

possible, give yourself at least two weeks to complete an application, and make sure you give yourself plenty of time for essays and 

letters of recommendation to be written. 
 

DO Follow the Directions 

The directions on a scholarship application are not suggestions. These are the basic requirements that you need to fulfill in order to be 

considered for a scholarship. If you do something careless like emailing your application when you are supposed to mail it or not bother-

ing to format your application correctly, you may not get a scholarship (no matter how amazing your essay is). 
 

DON’T Submit an Incomplete Application 

Scholarship committees request specific information because they need it to make sure you are eligible for the scholarship and to make 

an informed decision on who to select. If the scholarship committee does not receive all of that information from you, you will most like-

ly not get a ‘free pass’ and get a scholarship anyway. The scholarship committee will likely look at your application, see it is incomplete, 

and move it to the disqualified pile. Some scholarship committees will contact you in an effort to complete your application, but NEVER 

assume that this will be the case. Part of being a college student (and an adult) is submitting everything correctly the first time. Why not 

practice that skill now with your scholarship applications? 
 

DO be Neat 

You can’t win a scholarship if the review committee can’t read your application. This doesn’t mean that you can’t fill out applications by 

hand (unless the directions say you have to type your application—see above), but this does mean that you should use your best hand-

writing and try to keep your application in good condition. 
 

DON’T Forget to Proofread 

ALWAYS have someone proofread your application before you send it in. This will help reduce any spelling or grammar errors or other 

mistakes that may be in your application before you send it. If you want to earn some money, you’ll want your application to be as pol-

ished as possible! 

WAYNE STATE COLLEGE ENGLISH DUAL CREDIT 

AND CCC COLLEGE ALGEBRA REGISTARATION 

UPCOMING!!  LATE OCT. FOR CC AND  EARLY 

NOVEMBER FOR WAYNE. 
 

Be watching for emails concerning important infor-

mation about WSC English college credit.  This regis-

tration will take place in late November! 

The Do’s and Don’ts of Applying for Scholarships  By Alison Ourada, EducationQuest 

John Baylor Update   This month we are continuing with 

our John Baylor Prep Program.  Students will continue to have 

24/7 access to the material at www.johnbaylorprep.com     

   I encourage them to log in to their accounts, watch videos, 

and complete the practice problems.    

Important Dates and Events:                       

November 3: ACT Registration for Dec. Test                                  

December 9:  ACT Test 

November To-Do List 
•  Send all admissions applications 

•  Plan a college visit 

•  Attend a Financial Aid night or webinar 

•  Job shadow and explore careers 

•  Know your colleges Priority Deadline 

•  Start to look for and fill out scholarships! 

•  Register for a FSA ID and start the FAFSA 

http://www.johnbaylorprep.com


 



 



 

HOLY FAMILY EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

622 J STREET 

DAVID CITY, NE 68632 

402-367-3062 

www.aquinas-catholic.com 

AQUINAS CATHOLIC  
ELEMENTARY 

1026 5TH ST 
DAVID CITY, NE 68632 

402-367-3669 

AQUINAS CATHOLIC  
MS/HS 

3420 MN RD. PO BOX 149 
DAVID CITY, NE 68632 

402-367-3175 

 

Thanksgiving Was Never Meant To Be limited To A Single Day 
 

“O Lord my God, I will give thanks to Thee forever” 

Psalm 30:12 

https://aquinas-catholic.com/

