
 

AQUINAS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

THE  TORCH 
October 2024 

Aquinas Families, 
 
Blessed Fall to you all! 
 
     Considering the incident at David City over the past few days, I wanted to speak on what is our top priority even before 
educating your children, their safety. As I mentioned in the email send out when these situations occur, I am in contact with 
law enforcement (Chief Schnell) and I also want to collaborate with other administration, in this case Dr. Denker. I want to 
reiterate as a well as ease your concerns that there was no immediate threat to our students. At David City Public no threats 
were made, no lockdown occurred and there was zero concern for safety. Law-enforcement was involved in this process and 
a school assembly was held to address the students to address false rumors and hear say. I mentioned this because as we try 
to provide a safe environment for your children factors that comes into play in the day and age we live are rumors, hearsay 
and social media. 
 
     We are partners as we keep your children safe. Sadly, we need all parties to be vigilant and alert to the many dangers pre-
sent to your children. Our school takes this seriously which is why we have such resources as Safe2Help, our school counse-
lors and law enforcement to aid and assist us. The adage if you see something say something must apply when protecting 
your children. The school is a mandatory reporter when it comes to abuse of any kind, including drugs and alcohol. We will 
and have to follow the law in these matters. 
 
     Given the seriousness of these situations your concerns need to be properly vocalized to either law enforcement or admin-
istration. We must protect your child and we must protect the students at this school. Social media, gossip and rumors are 
NOT the place for spreading information, especially false or inaccurate information. I understand that these situations would 
concern a parent and emotions will come but do not allow social media or rumors to replace true and accurate information. 
Again, call law-enforcement or contact administration when possible threats might occur. 
 
     I also ask for your trust. Trust that we want to protect your children, trust that we will communicate accurate information 
when the time is right and trust that we will do the right thing. Please know that my principals, counselors and teachers have 
had or currently have children at this school and want not just for their children to be safe but for your children to be safe as 
well. 
 
     It is regrettable that our children grow up in a society with so many dangers. I can only imagine what it feels like to be a 
parent who sees the horrors that happen in our schools across the country. Know this is a concern for administration and 
teachers too. 
 
     St. Joseph is the universal patron of the Church because he protected the two most precious things we as Catholics hold 
dear, Jesus and Our Lady. May he watch over Aquinas Catholic Schools and her beautiful children. 
 

• Honoring Teachers – Each year in October the Diocese also recognizes those teachers for their years of service in our 
Catholic Schools. Aquinas is known for its teachers and their longevity in the field. Congrats to the following for their 
years of service: Ron Mimick 39 years, Jean Brown 38 years, John Svec 38 years, Jody Pelan 37 years, Teresa Pokorny 
35 years, Ann Heerman 35 years, Fr. Mike Stec 31 years, Rachel Wisnieski 28 years, LaDonna Naiberk 24 years and 
Pamela Comte 22 years. Thank you to all our teachers for your talents and your sacrifices for our school! 

 
Please know of my gratitude for each of you, the students you have entrusted to us, and the sacrifices you make 
daily for our school. A safe and abundant harvest to our farming families! 

WWW.AQUINAS-CATHOLIC.COM  
Fr. Michael Ventre  

CAO Aquinas Catholic Schools 

http://www.aquinas-catholic.com


 

AQUINAS MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL 

402-367-3175 | Fax 402-367-3176 

 

Spencer Zysset, Principal 

Middle/High School Principal update- October 2024 

     Below are the “quotes of the year” I shared with our faculty at the beginning of the year. I think about these 

quotes often and see many ways they can be applied to both school and home/family settings. I hope they make you 

think like they have me. 

“Have strong opinions, but hold them loosely.”- Simon Sinek 

“Learning happens when people have to think hard.”- Robert Coe 

“Get more students thinking (deeply) more of the time.”- Isobel Stevenson on the goal of education 

“Just do something and let it be messy.”- Michael Jacquith on waiting to do anything until it’s perfect 

Current news 

• Tri-Councils- Reminder that Tri-Councils are on October 24th. Please make sure you attend WITH YOUR 

STUDENT(S) if at all possible. Open lines of communication help ensure the best learning possible is happen-

ing. More details about Tri-Councils can be found in the Tri-Council specific page in this Torch. 

• Front doors- Your patience is appreciated with any confusion the last month or two about which doors may or 
may not be used. The latest from M&O Door Company is hopefully all materials will be in around October 3rd 
or 4th, so then we will be able to finally get the front entrance project completed. For the time being, the main 
front doors and office entrance may be used. 

• Casey’s and highway safety- While I appreciate the positive economic development that came with Casey’s 
opening across the highway, it also brings additional safety concerns for our students, staff, and families. In-
creased traffic, unfamiliar/awkward driving situations, students running across the highway before or after 
school, etc. are hazards we didn’t have to worry about before. We have encouraged students to not run across the 
highway, and we ask parents to discourage them from doing so as well. There have been multiple instances I 
have witnessed myself of people turning left out of Casey’s (heading back into town) and staying in the middle/
southbound left turn lane for people trying to get into the school parking lot. Luckily we have avoided any acci-
dents so far (that I’ve heard of at least), but I am guessing it is just a matter of time until one happens. If you 
have students that drive, please review safe driving practices and rules of the road with them so we can hopeful-
ly continue to avoid any kind of accidents. 

Upcoming events 

• Retreats- Friday, October 4th (Juniors), Wednesday, October 9th (7th/8th graders) 

• End of 1st quarter- Friday, October 11th 

• Homecoming Week- October 20th-26th 
 *Coronation and dance- Saturday, October 26th 

• Strategic plan open forum- Wednesday, October 23rd 

• Tri-Councils- Thursday, October 24th, 2:00-4:00pm, 4:30-7:30pm in the North Gym 
Schedule changes/reminders 

• No school- Monday, October 14th (Teacher professional development) 

• 1:00pm dismissal (Tri-Councils)- Thursday, October 24th 

• Homecoming- Football game October 25th, coronation/dance October 26th 

God Bless! 



 



 



 



 

https://aquinas-catholic.com/rschool-activity-calendar/


 



 



 

important information to you via text messaging 

 

Have you been receiving text messages from the school? 
 

 If not and you would like to get them, please do the following: 

1. Log into your PowerSchool Parent Portal account and make sure the  

correct telephone number is listed OR call the school to double check 

2. OPT IN by texting YES to 67587 

 



 

 

 

Kindergarten has been busy learning about Ancient Egypt mak-
ing our own writing tablets in clay, pyramids out of Rice Krispie 
treats, sailing apple boats for merchants who floated on the 
Nile, and making our own jewels of lapis lazuli stone. We have 
been busy exploring nature and our five senses with Wit and  
Wisdom in Reading. Our favorite time of year also started in 
September when our Senior friends came down from the high 
school to spend time with us! The Seniors visit once a month. 

Mrs. Ashley Emswiler and Mrs. Jessica Miller 
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Mrs. Roh leads 1st grade students in a celebration after reading a book about a Mexican 
Festival. We are so thankful for all that Mrs. Roh does for our students in the library! 

The second graders learned in 
their history class about Saint 
Patrick's life. We also learned 

how Saint Patrick used a 3-leaf 
clover to explain the mystery of 
the Trinity to new Christians. In 

class we made tissue papered 3-
leaf clovers to take home and 

discuss with the parents.   

Mr. Trevor Weiss  

 Mrs. Ahren Klement 



 

The fourth graders listen carefully during a safety demonstration  
presented by members of Butler Public Power District.  

 

Mrs Jessica  Romshek & Ms. Tricia Koranda 



 

 Middle School Science has had an exciting start. With Microscopes, Fossils, and Mold. We 
do a lot of group work in Science.  We did a STEM project in all grades where we learned about 
diffusion and Osmosis. We tested Tea bags and gummy worms.  Then we had a Kahoot game 
over all the information we learned.     

 8th graders are learning about cells and their organelles.  They will make 3-D models of ei-
ther a plant or animal cell to show the class.  We experienced looking through microscopes to 
magnify images such as a tiny letter “e” and the cells from inside someone’s mouth.   

 7th graders started with learning about fossils and the history of Earth. As a group they 
made representation of each type of fossil using plastic dinosaurs.  They then created another 
group project that represented one Era and its periods of Earth’s history. They share the animals 
and plants, events, and environment for that time period. God’s creation of everything is docu-
mented in Genesis 1 as taking place over six days. We compare how Gods Time is different than 
our time  

 6th graders have been learning the Scientific method.  We have learned the 7 steps by work-
ing through different experiments to actually experience the process.  We have done “Are you 
Square” where we measured our height and arm span to see which is more.  Many of us were 
considered “Tall” because we are taller than our arm span.  Mrs. Mayo however is “Square” be-
cause her height and arm span are the same.  We also are growing MOLD.  Yes, on purpose.  We 
will start with bread and water and the groups get to add one variable to make mold grow.    

 We are also doing something new In Middle School Science this year, it is called Building 
a Thinking Classroom.  We get into randomly formed groups of 3 and then collaborate to com-
plete a given task at a VNPS (Vertical Non- Permanent Surface).  We started with talking about 
what it means to LEARN and what behaviors help and hinder the learning process.  Then we also 
did a Venn Diagram of the things that the 3 groups members have in common and their differ-
ences.  It was great to see how unique each of us are but also all the things we do have in com-
mon.     

 So you can see things are in full swing.  You never know what you will find going on in 
Room 2 down in the Middle School Section.   

 

 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201


 



 



 

May 2024 
 
Dear 2025 Seniors and Parents of 2025 Seniors, 
 
Next year your son/daughter will be a senior.  One of the most lasting and treasured reminders of this year  
will be the senior pictures which will be taken over the summer or the first part of the school year.  You  
will be responsible for getting the following senior pictures to Mrs. Pokorny by December 1, 2024. 
 
 You need to have your photographer email your colored formal pose picture in a vertical  
billfold sized JPEG file at 250 dpi to me for the yearbook, composite, alumni board, press releases,  
and class video.  This picture should be the colored formal indoor pose with a plain background.  
(This should be a head shot with no hands or lower arms visible please.)  You are responsible for  
making sure the school has this by November 1st.  They may email this to Mrs. Pokorny at    
teresa-pokorny@cdolinc.net 
 
If we do not have your print by December 1st, you may miss out on being in the composite, yearbook,  
etc. or have to pay for the late fee to be included. Be sure to schedule your pictures to be taken by  
September 1st. 
 
As we at Aquinas should always strive to live up to Christ’s example of modesty and Christian decency, we  
ask that no inappropriate pictures be submitted for publication. 
This would include: 
 

1. Females-no off-the-shoulder dresses or blouses  
2. Females-no tops with an immodest/low cut (cut of the top must be 1 inch above the line  
 of cleavage); no spaghetti or thin straps on shoulders for dresses or blouses 
3. Males-wear a collared shirt and tie. (A jacket is preferred but optional.) 
4. Nothing that goes against the current dress code, for example-tattoo/ 

body piercing, hair length (MUST be above the collar of the shirt), ‘fad’ hair styles,  
facial hair, etc. 

 
 

*Remember that by a colored formal pose, we are asking for a head shot with no  
hands or lower arms visible in the picture.  The background should be plain/one  
color and NO outdoor shots. 
 
Again, remember to have your photographer email your colored formal vertical pose picture in a  
billfold sized JPEG file at 250 dpi to Mrs. Pokorny by December 1st. 
 
The administration reserves the right to refuse any portrait deemed unacceptable or immodest.  
Please read and follow the instructions we have provided and there should be no problems. 
 
Please note that you MUST agree to the permission form which can be found on PowerSchool on your 
Parent Portal Account.  Simply click on “Forms” and look for the “Media Consent & Release” form. 
This Must be done in order to have your senior’s picture as part of our composite, yearbook, and any other  
publications who might ask for the formal shot. 
 
If you don’t plan to have senior pictures taken, Ms. Brown will take a formal head shot picture, but  
this must be arranged with her before December. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Pokorny at 367-3175.  Best wishes and have an enjoyable  
summer. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Teresa Pokorny 
Senior Class Moderator Aquinas High School 

 
 
 



 

F.Y.I…. —Homecoming is 10/25 (Dance is 10/26) 

    —Prom has been rescheduled to April 12 (Spring Musical will be the weekend before) 

Please keep the handbook rules in mind while shopping for these events!! 

 
VIII. SCHOOL SPONSORED DANCES 

A. DANCES 
High school dances are for Aquinas students. A student may bring in an outside date, but the outside date must 
be registered in the office before the dance and must abide by all rules. 
 
1) Every dance must have adult chaperones appointed by the moderator sponsoring the dance. Names must be 
turned in to the principal ahead of time. 
 
2) No grade school children or middle school students are ever allowed to attend any high school dances. No 
high school students may attend middle school social activities. Grade and middle school students may attend 
coronations if they are attending with their parents and leave immediately following the coronation. 
 
3) Students who leave a dance will not be readmitted. Entry and exit is at the main door only. 
 
4) Alumni under the age of 21 and having graduated no more than 2 years previous are permitted to attend high 
school dances as a pre-approved outside date of a current high school student. They are expected to abide by 
the rules of the school. 
 
5) No freshman or sophomore is allowed at prom unless he has a junior or senior date or if he is a waiter or 
waitress. Underclassmen may attend coronation provided they leave immediately afterwards. 
 
6) Homecoming and Prom Attire (This code was written by a committee of students, parents and teachers.) 
 
B. HOMECOMING 
Homecoming is a SEMI-FORMAL event. Girls may wear dresses, skirts, or dress slacks with nice blouses, sweat-
ers, or tops. 
Nothing low-cut, or backless is permitted. Dress hemlines and/or slits must be at least 2 inches below the finger-
tips, and midriffs may NOT be exposed. 
Boys must wear dress slacks and dress shirts with collars. Sweaters may be worn. No jeans or shorts are per-
mitted. 
C. PROM 
Prom is a FORMAL event. Girls may wear formal dresses. Nothing low-cut, or backless is permitted. Dress hem-
lines and/or slits must be at least 2inches below the fingertips, and midriffs may NOT be exposed. Girls need to 
have their shoulders covered for Mass. 
Boys must wear suits and ties or tuxedoes. The girls should be mindful of their modesty and virtue in selecting 
appropriate prom dresses. Many dresses that are sold are not becoming of a Christian woman. 
 
7) Royalty: Election of candidates will be based on criteria of the sponsoring group. No runner-up order is 
announced. The king and queen from the previous year will be invited to do the honors of crowning the new 
king and queen. 
 
8) The Seniors will plan the Homecoming Dance, and the Juniors will plan Prom. 



 



 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

 1 
Tater Tot  
Casserole 

Green Beans 
Garlic Toast 
Strawberries 

2 
Hot Ham and 

Cheese 
Fresh Broccoli 

Chips 
Berry Cups 

3 
Pepperoni Pizza 

Breadstick 
Side Salad 

Grapes 

4 
Pancakes 

Cheese Omelet 
Hashbrown 

Pears 

7 
Walking Taco 

Lettuce 
Baby Carrots 

Churro 
Mandarin Oranges 

 

8 
Popcorn Chicken 
Mashed Potatoes 

Gravy 
Corn 

Apple Slices 

9 
Corn Dog 

Tater Tots 
Baked Beans 

Pineapple 

10 
Sausage, Egg, 
and Cheese  
Croissant  

Oven Potatoes 
Ruby Pears 

11 
Cheese Pizza 
Garlic Bread 

Corn 
Berry Cup 

14 
 
 

No School 

15 
Chicken Nuggets 

Tri Tater 
Green Beans 

Pears 
 

16 
Turkey Sub 

Lettuce & Tomato 
Chips 

Cucumbers and 
Ranch 

Tropical Fruit 

17 
Loaded Nachos 
Chips, Cheese, 
Meat, Lettuce, 

Tomatoes, Olives  
Potato Rounds 

Peaches 

18 
Fish Sticks 

Mac and Cheese 
Peas 

Fresh Oranges 

21 
Hamburger/Bun 

Cheese Slice 
Pickles 

Potato Wedges 
Apple Sauce 

22 
Chicken Patty 

Sandwich 
French Fries 
Tropical Fruit 

23 
Goulash 

Garlic Bread 
Cheese Stick 
Green Beans 

Peaches 

24 
Meatball Sub 

Roasted Broccoli 
Smile Fries 

Grapes 
 

1:00 Dismissal 

25 
 
 

No School 

28 
Pulled Pork  
Sandwich 

Baked Beans 
Potato Chips 

Applesauce Cup 

29 
Biscuits/Gravy 
Cheese Omelet 

Hashbrown 
Emerald Pears 

30 
Orange Chicken 

Rice 
Egg Roll 

Roasted Broccoli 
Pineapple 

31 
Spaghetti  

Meat Sauce 
Garlic Toast 
Green Beans 

Peaches 

 
Milk & water     
offered Daily 
Fruit/Veggie/

Salad Bar        
Offered Daily 

 

Aquinas Catholic Schools 
October 2024 

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider 



 

HOLY FAMILY EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

622 J STREET 

DAVID CITY, NE 68632 

402-367-3062 

www.aquinas-catholic.com 

AQUINAS CATHOLIC  
ELEMENTARY 

1026 5TH ST 
DAVID CITY, NE 68632 

402-367-3669 

AQUINAS CATHOLIC  
MS/HS 

3420 MN RD. PO BOX 149 
DAVID CITY, NE 68632 

402-367-3175 

“Give Thanks always and  
for everything …” 

Ephesians 5:20 

https://aquinas-catholic.com/

