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May they rest in peace!
By Clarice Andel
     In their memory. Aquinas 
continued their tradition of  the 
annual All Souls Day Mass early 
in November.  The celebrant of  
the Mass was chief  administra-
tive officer Fr. Brian Connor.
      All Souls Day Mass has been a 
tradition every year which fami-
lies of  alumni have “grown to 
love” according to Alumni and 
Advancement Director Mrs. Mi-
chaela Moravec, who organizes 
the annual event. Moravec said. 
“[ All Souls Mass] was started a 
long time ago, and the school in-
vites the families of  alumni that 
have passed away.”
     The event requires keeping 
up to date on alumni’s deaths, as 
well as family connections.  Fam-
ilies need to keep the school up 
to date on the deaths; the fami-
lies need to be informed about 
the Mass too. 
     The Mass touches a lot of  
people’s hearts. Connor said, 
“On that day I look out into the 
crowd, and see people who have 
lost loved ones, and I think of  
the teachers I knew, like Monsi-
gnor Herbeck, and Father Matt 
Tassler.”
     A screen slideshow presen-
tation by Moravec and Aquinas 
Marketing and Enrollment Advi-
sor Mrs. Laura Adair, allows the 
crowd to see all the souls lost.  
The slides must change quickly 
because about 400 alumni and Aquinas Superintendent Fr. Brian Connor holds up the host during the conse-

cration. Deacon Bob Viergutz assisted with the Mass.  Photo by S. Piitz

Aquinas continues the All Souls Day Mass.

faculty appear. “I like the screen 
very much because you can 
get four pictures and names on 
there at once and with the large 
number of  deceased it allows 
[the slideshow] to move more 
quickly,” Connor said. 
      The school tries to let the stu-
dents participate in the Mass as 
much as possible.  Choir mem-
ber Lauren Meister (‘26) said, “I 
always enjoy being in the choir 
because we always do a medita-
tional piece that moves people.”       
Many students are also asked to 
present roses on behalf  of  a 

deceased student, teacher or 
family member.   Meister added, 
“Watching all the people that 
come up looking sad, makes me 
sad, and touches me, and I am 
glad we do this Mass.” 
Moravec believes the Mass is im-
portant for the community.  “The 
people love it and enjoy seeing 
their loved ones on the screen.  
And they enjoy visiting with peo-
ple after, so it is important we 
keep this tradition going.” 
     The Aquinas cooks prepare 
a special reception for family 
members after the Mass.
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By Kade Semin
     The band marched into anoth-
er I rating at the state marching 
band competition.  The band’s 
season was filled with competi-
tions, highs and lows, and silly 
antics.
     The marching band season 
started for the musicians with 
summer rehearsals, and the 
band was not messing around.  
“[The season] all started with 
good summer rehearsals and 
a great band camp where we 
got our whole first movement 
learned, drill and music, and that 
put us ahead of  the game,” band 
director Deacon Bob Viergutz 
said. “[Beginning strong] was 
good because the third move-
ment was a real challenge drill 
wise and music wise, but every 
time there was a new challenge 
in the show, all the students rose 
to the challenge and got the job 
done.”
     The marching band show was 
called “Classical Voyage” and 
included songs from the New 
World Symphony by Antonín 
Dvorák.  The selections included 
New World Symphony, Chorale 
from Jupiter, and Farandole.  
The songs were adapted for a 
marching format.
     Bella Fontenot (‘26) took the 
stand as the 2025 drum major.  
Fontenot said, “I was very ex-
cited my freshman dreams of  
becoming drum major had come 
true, and I was getting to lead 
the band into state.”  According 
to Fontenot, being the face of  
the band had its challenges.  “[A 
big challenge] was the ex

pectation of  getting a I [at state]
again because we had gotten a 
I [last year] for the first time in 
30 years, so the expectation to 
get it this year and for my senior 
year was very high.”
     After the 33-year hiatus of  
I’s at the Seacrest State March-
ing Band Competition in Lin-
coln, getting a I gave a renewed 
sense of  passion and pride to 
both the fans and the band.  This 
year, earning a second I in a row 
was the name of  the game.  “We 
found out that we got a I, I defi-
nitely did a lot of  screaming. We 
all did,” Fontenot said.  
     This season, the band decided 
to step up a challenge by going 
to new competitions.  Prior to 
the 2025 season, the marching 
band went to the Bennington 
Marching Competition and the 
Ashland Marching Competition.  
“This year we went to two new 
contests. We went to the contest 
in Pierce that was just for small 
bands, and then we went to the 
contest in Lincoln, Lincoln Pub-
lic Schools (LPS) invite, that was 
about 95% big bands,” Viergutz 
said.  The band earned a I at 
Pierce and a II at the LPS invite.
     What are Viergutz’s plans for 
next year?  “[The plan] sounds 
like we’re going to have quite 
a few of  the 8th graders play 
next year, which is awesome be-
cause we’re losing a third of  our 
band,” Viergutz said. The band 
had eight seniors for the 2025 
season.  “I’ve started listening 
to shows already, but I won’t be 
able to actually pick a show until 

we know a little more about who 
exactly is going to play and who 
isn’t because I don’t want to pick 
a show that’s heavy trumpets 
and then not have any trumpets 
to play it.”
      The band plans to reattend 
the Pierce and LPS marching 
competitions for the foreseeable 
future.

Marching monarchs do it again
Aquinas marching mand has another successful season.
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Merry Christmas to all
Aquinas celebrates their Chrismas concert.
By Charlotte Hays
    Merry Christmas! Choir di-
rector Shelby Schaunaman and 
band director Deacon Bob Vier-
gutz held the annual Christmas 
concert on Dec. 10 at Aquinas 
Middle and High School. 
     The high school band played 
Polar Express, Angels We have 
Heard on High, and Carol of  the 
Bells. The concert gave the stu-
dents a chance to show off  for 
their parents. High school per-
cussionist sophomore Jacque-
line Comte said, “I think the ma-
jority of  parents enjoy listening 
and seeing what their kids have 
been practicing at school.”
       The high school choir sang 
All I want for Christmas is You, 
Celtic Advent Carol, and Vuelie. 
Sophomore choir member Dami-
an Miratsky likes the excitement 
of  going on stage to perform. “I 
like the feeling of  being out on 
stage and the excitement of  see-
ing the crowd there to watch us.”  
      The seventh and eighth grade 
band performed Flourishing 
Noelles and Joyous Christmas. 

Even though the band practices 
for months prior to the concert, 
middle school band member 
seventh grade saxophonist An-
astasia Fontenot says she still 
gets nervous. Fontenot has a 
process to relieve her nerves. “I 
take 3 deep breaths, and I say to 
myself, ‘you got this.’”  
       The seventh and eighth grade 
choir sang Noel and Czech 
Christmas.  Seventh grader Nora 

Hays said, “We practiced a lot. 
Mrs. Schaunaman really made 
us well prepared for the con-
cert.”
        The sixth-grade band played 
Christmas March and Christmas 
Around the Band Room. Viergutz 
has been teaching the band and 
helping them improve for months 
for their performance. Sixth-
grade trombonist Zach Masek 
said, “I think he did a good job. 
I don’t think that we could have 
really done too much better.”
        The sixth-grade choir sang 
White Christmas and Carol of  
the bells. This was this group of  
kids’ first middle school concert 
for the choir. Sixth grade choir 
member Kayla Kresha said, 
“[Schaunaman] really helped us 
just build up our singing, and she 
did corrections until we got it 
right. I think she did really good 
at teaching us.” The sixth grade band performs under the direction of former student teacher 

Mrs. Abby Kandt. This was Kandt’s last performance with Aquinas. Photo by 
M. Meysenburg

Choir teacher Mrs. Shelby Schaunaman conducts the high school choir at the 
Christmas concert. This is Schaunaman’s fourth year at Aquinas. Choir mem-
ber Max Oliver (‘27) said. “My favorite part of the Christmas Concert was the 
songs, I really liked the songs we chose for the Christmas Concert.” Photo by 
M. Meysenburg
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Aquinas wrestlers prepare
Aquinas wrestlers and parents deal with struggles.
By Gunner Marushak
     That's Three!!! The Aqui-
nas wrestlers and their parents 
deal with the challenges of  a 
long winter season. Many of  the 
struggles for the wrestlers came 
from the actual wrestling itself; 
the parents encountered special 
issues as well.
     Symon Kastl (‘26) understood 
he wasn't the only one who dealt 
with problems during his win-
ter season. “[My parents] worry 
about my health a lot when I cut 
weight.” 
     Most wrestlers had to deal 
with cutting weight to meet  their 
desired weight class. Kastl was 

a state runner up at the Class D 
120 lb. weight class last year.
      “Being a part of  the Aquinas 
wrestling program truly feels like 
being part of  another family.” 
Mrs. Misty Kastl, the mother of  
wrestler Symon Kastl said. Mrs. 
Kastl and other parents agreed 
waiting all day at tournaments 
is one of  the worse things that 
parents deal with in the season. 
Saturday tournaments can run 
anywhere from 6 to 10 hours, 
and the  district and state tour-
naments are several full days of  
wrestling.
     Many positives occur during 

the season as well for the wres-
tlers and their parents, Mrs. Erin 
Marushak, the mother of  150 lb. 
wrestler Gunner Marushak (‘26), 
said, “[Wrestling season] is awe-
some and nerve-racking at the 
same time. Watching all the kids 
doing their best and succeeding 
is one of  my favorite parts.” 
     Many wrestling parents came 
to support the team during the 
season. Symon Kastl said, “On a 
good day [having parents] is nice 
cause they bring food for after 
weigh ins. When I wrestle good 
it is nice for them to be there to 
support me.”

By Jacqueline Comte    
     Monarchs push the pace! The 
girls' basketball team defeated 
Bergan Catholic and Logan View    
Scribner Snyder (LVSS) in early 
games this season.
     The Bergan game started slow 
for the Monarchs, but the girls 
came out on top with an ending 
score of  50-32. Guard Madison 
Vandenberg (‘26) said, “A lot of  
our shots weren’t falling, but our 
defense and pressure got us the 
lead.” 
     Head coach Mr. Jason Camp-
bell emphasized that the team's 
energy was not where it needed 
to be in the Bergan game, but the 
girls were able to get a few stops 
that allowed them to set up their 
press. Press is defense played 
full court. “When we are able to 
set up our press, we’re pretty 

tough.”
     The Monarchs worked togeth-
er in the LVSS game and ended 
the match with a score of  53-47. 
Guard Riley Campbell (‘27) said, 
“We took good shots, played 
good defense, and worked to-
gether as a team to get the win.”
     Coach Campbell believed 
that LVSS was tougher than an-
ticipated, but the girls worked 
hard and pushed the pace. “No 
girl stood out in particular and 
that's the beautiful thing about 
this group of  girls that we have; 
it was really just a team effort.”

Aquinas monarchs make plays

Forward guard Faith Samek (‘28) 
goes in for a layup against the Lo-
ganview Raiders. Samek said, “[The 
game against Loganview had] a good 
atmosphere, and it was a competative 

game.” Photo by C. Andel
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Aquinians outlook on life with diabetes.
By Jozlynn Weldon 
      Life with diabetes. Handling a 
life with diabetes shows in Aqui-
nas Catholic Schools as teach-
ers and students live with this 
disease.
    Sarah Coufal (‘27) was 12 years 
old when she found out she had 
diabetes. “I got really sick and 
could not eat for three days, so I 
went to the doctor, and my blood 
sugar was over 400. I went to 
Children’s Hospital in Omaha, 
and the doctors told me I had 
type one diabetes.” 
     Coufal handles diabetes in sev-
eral different ways “I make sure I 
give myself  the correct amount 
of  insulin for what I am eating. I 
eat sugar if  I am low, so I don’t 
have a seizure.” Coufal wears a 
monitor connected to her phone 
so she can track if  she needs to 
take insulin or needs sugar. Insu-
lin is a crucial hormone produced 
by the pancreas which acts like 
a key, unlocking a person’s cells 
(muscle, fat, liver) to let glucose 
(sugar from food) enter and be-
come energy, preventing blood 
sugar from getting too high. 
     Spanish and Journalism teach-
er Ms. Jean Brown was 45 years 
old when she found out that she 
had diabetes. “I was not sleep-
ing well. I was having to get up 
in the middle of  the night, and 
I was excessively thirsty. I was 
diagnosed at that time with pre-
diabetes. As I’ve gotten older my 
condition has gotten worse.  I do 
not take insulin, but I do take sev-
eral medications to help keep my 
blood sugar low, including Ozem-
pic.” Ozempic is a new medica-
tion which helps with diabetes. 

The medication is taken weekly 
by self-injection.
     Brown handles diabetes “by 
carefully monitoring every meal 
I eat and by carefully monitoring 
my blood. I do go to an eye doc-
tor twice a year; most people go 
once a year. I go to my regular 
physician to have what is called 
an A1C test that is monitoring of  
the average amount of  sugar in 
the blood.” A normal A1C is be-
low 5.7%, which is average for a 
person’s blood sugar over a pe-
riod of  3 months.
    The American Diabetes Asso-
ciation is a website that explains 
about diabetes, its effects and 
treatments. According to the 
American Diabetes Association, 
“[Diabetes] can find success by 
balancing your medications and 
sticking to your daily exercise 
routine and nutrition plan.” 

Adapting to life with diabetes

Defeating Diabetes. Sarah Coufal gets a kill against Shelby-Rising City on se-
nior night. Coufal had 213 kills in the 25-26 season. Coufal said “ [Diabetes] 
does not usually effect me, but if my blood sugar is low I might need [to be] 
subbed out to eat sugar.” Photo by G. Marushak

      Not taking care of  diabetes 
increases your risk for many 
serious health problems. Some 
problems include chronic kidney 
disease, foot and limb complica-
tions, skin complications, and 
many more. Brown’s mother, 
who also was a diabetic, suf-
fered partial foot amputation be-
cause of  this disease.
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Growing in cheer
By Bella Fontenot 
     New members, different po-
sitions, new experiences. Cheer 
at Aquinas is making a move, be-
coming more and more popular 
and advanced every year. 
     With the seniors of  2025 grad-
uating, new positions needed to 
be filled. Co-captain Berenice 
Alarcon (‘26) moved up to be-
come captain, and team mem-
bers voted Jozlynn Weldon (‘28) 
to become co-captain. Weldon 
said, “I did not think I would get 
[the position of  co-captain]. I 
was very excited when I found 
out I had.”  
     Alarcon held the position of  
co-captain last year and guided 
the squad this year. “I’m really 
happy that I’m the captain. I’m 
grateful that everyone chose 
me to be captain. I do really 
miss Reese [Woolsey]. She and I 
were really close,” Alarcon said.       
Woolsey graduated in 2025.  
     Also stepping up on the squad 
were new freshmen. The cheer 
team welcomed four new girls 
to the team this year. Dakota 
Helgoth (‘29) said, “I feel pretty 
great about [being on the cheer 
team], I like all the girls; we all 
get along [very well].”  
     The cheering future for these 
freshmen is looking bright. Alar-
con said, “[The freshmen] are 
hard working. They’ve shown 
that they are learning all the 
cheers and working hard to par-
ticipate.” Cheer Coach Mrs. Mi-
chaela Moravec added, “There’s 
a lot of  potential and they’re 

Cheerleaders McCauley Meysenburg (‘28), Charotte Hays (‘29), Jozlynn Wel-
don (‘28), Allisson Alcantara (‘28), and Brookelynn Banholzer (‘27) cheer at a 
home football game against the Scotus Central Catholic Shamrocks. The final 
score was 49-7 with the Shamrocks winning. Photo by E. Hoelscher

The new cheerleaders and captains.
young. They’re going to be 
good.” 
     As a new season approached, 
the squad set new goals. Helgoth 
said, “Trying to be a lot louder 
than now [is my main goal.].” 
Some of  Weldon’s expectations 
for the team this year were, “[Be-
ing] more together while cheer-
ing, and to limit distraction dur-
ing practices.”  
     A huge new change to the 
cheer team this year was the in-
troduction of  a new uniform. The 
uniform is mainly white with little 
black and gold accents, com-
pared to the older uniform of  
mainly black with white and gold 
accents. The new skirt is also a 
pleated, and the top is a turtle-
neck. “[The new uniforms are] 
amazing. I love how cute and dif-
ferent they are.”  Alarcon said. 
Moravec added, “I love [the new 

uniforms]! They are a statement. 
They’re nice and a totally differ-
ent look than our other ones.”   
     The squad worked together 
all year to become stronger. 
Alarcon says working with co-
captain Weldon is a good expe-
rience, “I feel like we’ve grown 
closer, and we’re usually on the 
same page about mostly every-
thing. It’s pretty easy to work 
with her.”   
     Weldon said, “[Alacon and 
I] communicate well. When we 
had our parade this summer, we 
communicated about decorating 
what we were wearing.” As cap-
tain and cocaptain, working to-
gether is crucial for the success 
of  the cheer team. 
     The cheer team has a high pos-
itivity level; “I love the coach!” 
Helgoth said. Moravec added, “I 
love them all!”   
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Opening night nerves
By Rebecca Wacker
     Just breathe! The Aquinas 
Drama Department performed 
an adaptation of  Medea by Eurip-
ides as their one-act competi-
tion piece this year. The piece 
was adapted by Nelly E. Cuellar-
Garcia. 
     Medea follows the story of  
a woman seeks revenge when 
her husband Jason leaves her 
for the princess. Medea kills her 
and Jason’s children, Jason’s 
new wife, Glauce, and Glauce’s 
father, King Creon, as an act of  
revenge.
     Lauren Meister (‘26) said she 
got nervous before performing. 
“Right when I’m entering stage, 
[my nerves were] like a solid nine 
out of  ten.” Meister portrayed 
the leader of  the Greek chorus, 
three women who were the em-
bodiment of  maiden, mother, 
and crone.
     Pacing is a struggle when 
dealing with nerves according to 
Meister. “Personally, I just have 
to remember to breathe because 
otherwise I talk too fast when I’m 
performing,” Meister said.
     Meister manages nerves for 
the good of  the whole cast. 
“My motivation is the rest of  my 
team, because who cares if  I 
suck, I want the rest of  them to 
be good.” Meister was recog-
nized as an outstanding actress 
for her role at the Midland One 
Act Competition.
     Max Oliver (‘27) shared his 
“what doesn’t kill you makes you 
stronger” mindset is what helps 
him with nerves. “I know that I’ve 
been coached well and just lean 
on that coaching and my ability.” 

Medea portrayed by Violet Schmid (‘26) and Medea’s Chorus 
Leader portrayed by Lilly Collins (‘26) manipulate King Ae-
geus portrayed by Kaleb Andel (‘26). Medeas Chorus repre-
sented Medea’s inner thoughts. Photo courtesy of J. Wacker

Oliver also said praying helps 
settle his nerves. “At districts 
that’s all I would do right before 
awards; I would just pray.” 
     Holly Schmid (‘29) said being 
part of  Medea’s chorus helped 
with her nerves. “It was helpful 
to know there were four other 
people saying most of  my lines 
with me, so even if  I somehow 
messed up and forgot, it prob-
ably won’t be noticed,” Schmid 
said.
     Schmid believes everyone 
should give acting a try. “[Act-
ing is] not just about performing; 
it’s about having fun with your 
friends. We have a lot of  fun dur-
ing practice.” Other freshmen 
on stage this season included 
Regina Breiner and Madelyn Em-
ory and freshmen on crew were 
Masen Jelinek, Sabra Meister, 
Emily Schmid, and Keyshia True-
Nielsen.
     Miss Sarah Juranek, Mrs. Tessa 
Hain, and Miss Gabrielle Comte 
were directors of  the production 
this year. The 
set this year 
was built by the 
crew with the 
help of  Mr. Rick 
Comte, Mr. 
Dale Juranek, 
and Mr. Ryan 
Meister. The 
set featured 
varying levels 
of  platforms 
and six pillars.
     Hain said 
double-check-
ing things 
helps with her 

nerves. “I remember in high 
school I’d walk a lot of  circles 
and make sure everything’s 
in place probably five differ-
ent times. Now I just stop and 
check with people [to see] if  they 
checked something.” Hain grad-
uated from Bishop Neumann 
High School in 2020 and was 
heavily involved in the drama 
program there.
     Hain gained confidence 
throughout this season, as she 
got to know individuals. “I have 
a lot more trust in [the students] 
than when we were starting off  
because I was new to everybody, 
and I could tell the students were 
more nervous,” Hain said. 
     According to Hain reality is 
things will go wrong, and every-
one involved in production has 
to be ready when they do. “The 
goal, even during practice when 
things are slightly different, is 
to keep going because nobody 
in the audience knows anything 
went wrong.”
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Science teacher enters the spotlight
By Sylvia Piitz
     Middle school science teacher 
Mrs. Shelly Mayo has students 
wanting to learn more about sci-
ence. From educational videos 
and projects, to experiments 
and more, Mayo’s students are 
always learning. 
     Mayo applied to Aquinas in 
2017 hoping to become the ele-
mentary science teacher. Origi-
nally Mayo applied for a fourth 
grade position at Aquinas Ele-
mentary. Instead of  a position at 
the elementary school, Aquinas 
Middle and High School offered 
Mayo middle school science. 
     Mayo went to East Butler in 
Brainard, Nebraska for high 
school. Mayo then went to Kear-
ney State College (today known 
as University of  Nebraska-Kear-

ney) majored in elementary edu-
cation and also earned a mas-
ter’s degree in math from the 
University of  Nebraska- Lincoln 
(UNL). 
     Mayo’s favorite class is teach-
ing the eighth graders human 
anatomy. “[Anatomy is] gross 
but still very interesting. The 
eighth graders have really got-
ten into learning about human 
anatomy,” Mayo said. Mayo has 
students do projects on each 
body system. For example, Mayo 
has them draw the respiratory 
system for a study guide. 
    During another experiment 
during the first semester, Dami-
an Balderas (‘32) learned about 
mold from Mayo. Sixth grad-
ers test different foods such as 

bread, chips and vegetables. 
“The mold experiment is my fa-
vorite because we tested what 
foods mold the fastest,” Bal-
deras said.  
     Kadience Helgoth (‘31) learned 
about the different types of  fos-
sils and how fossils form. Hel-
goth said, “Sculpting petrified 
fossils with play dough and toy 
dinosaurs has been my favorite 
project so far.”  
     From sixth graders learning 
about how mold grows to sev-
enth graders learning about fos-
sils to the eighth grade learning 
about the respiratory system, 
Mayo is helping students learn a 
great deal about science. 

What is the best thing about the winter season?

“The best thing about winter is 
sitting inside with a good book 
because it’s a good time to re-

lax.” - Lydia Meysenburg (‘26)

“The best part about winter is 
snow days because we get to 

play outside in the snow.”
 -Keyshia True-Nielsen (‘29)

“The best part of  the winter sea-
son is Christmas because you 

get time to spend with family.”
- Rebekah Masek (‘28)

“My favorite thing about the win-
ter season is the Christmas feel-
ing and seeing the decorations.”    

-Ben O’Brien (‘31)

“My favorite part of  winter is 
duck hunting because it’s cool 
to be out there.” - Jarin Thege 

(‘26)
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By Bella Fontenot 
     Make way for the class of 
2026! Their journey began as 
this school year got rolling. The 
seniors had many overall and 
personal goals, expectations, 
and wishes for this year. 
     Many seniors made goals for 
themselves for the year. Violet 
Schmid (‘26) said, “I would say 
not only doing well in my activi-
ties, but in my grades and schol-
arships and getting into colleges 
[is my goal].”  
     Kaleb Andel (‘26) has goals 
of  making it to state in wrestling 
and in one act. He also wants to 
help the football team grow bet-
ter and be “a good leader to the 
underclassmen and to fellow se-
niors [while trying to also] make 
a couple people laugh every 
day.”  
     Along with the Senior Class 
having goals, the top class also 
had fears about the senior year. 

Andel said, “[I am afraid] I’m go-
ing to spend my entire senior 
year planning out the rest of  my 
life, and then that plan doesn’t 
work out. I don’t know what I’d 
do after that.”  Schmid added, 
“[I fear] my hopes and dreams 
won’t really pan out, [and] every-
thing I expect of  senior year just 
doesn’t happen.”   
     Many faculty are eager to see 
what the Class of  2026 will ac-
complish. Campus Minister Mrs. 
Melissa Yindrick has also set her 
goals for the Senior Class, “This 
Senior Class is a collective of  
some very kind and very giving 
souls. I expect them to live up to 
their reputation of  being a great 
group of  leaders.”   
     The seniors also know along 
with keeping good grades, keep-
ing a good faith life was just as 
important during the last year at 
Aquinas. Schmid stays faithful 

by “going to a weekly holy hour 
and going to Mass twice a week 
in school and [going to] confes-
sions too.”   Yindrick’s advice to 
the Class of  2026 when it comes 
to keeping the faith after gradu-
ation is, “Take the foundation 
that’s already been provided 
to you while you’ve been at this 
school and keep it strong so that 
you’ve got that to fall back on.”   
     Andel’s overall impression of  
the Senior Class is that they were 
a “really fun group of  people.” “I 
feel like we all, when we all work 
together, work together well.” 
Yindrick added, “I think that the 
Senior Class has just a collec-
tive of  kindness and goodness. I 
love the humor that I have seen 
in them. Whether it’s from be-
ing able to be on the sports field 
to being on the stage, there’s a 
wide array.” 

Moving into senior year

By Jacqueline Comte
     The senior girls started a new 
tradition of wearing “spirit jeans” 
to show school spirit. The girls 
hope this fun tradition will carry 
on through future classes.
     Spirit jeans are personalized 
jeans the senior girls painted to 
wear on spirit days. These jeans 
often include the girl’s name, the  
graduation year and pictures that 
represent the different activities 
in which student was involved. 
Kaitlyn Schneider (‘26) said, “You 
get to show people the activities 

you enjoy.”
    The girls got together for a few 
days during the summer to paint 
the jeans, and finished their cre-
ations early in the school year. 
Violet Schmid (‘26) said, “I hope 
this gets carried on and brings 
classes closer together.”
      Schmid said the jeans became 
“trendy online” and got brought 
up in the senior girl group chat 
on Snapchat. After deciding to 
make the jeans, the girls had to 
get the jeans approved by Senior 

Class Moderator, Mrs. Teresa 
Pokorny. When approving the 
jeans, Pokorny said she looked 
for anything that went against 
the handbook. 
      Schmid painted violet flow-
ers on her jeans to represent her 
name. She also has a book to 
represent her time on the speech 
team. Schneider has the letters 
“AHS” with a graduation cap on 
the “A” to represent her journey 
at Aquinas that will end at gradu-
ation. 

Senior spirit in the class of 2026
Senior girls paint spirit jeans for senior year.
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Wicked is over: for good
A Wicked finale to a beloved franchise.

base), a popular movie review 
website, Wicked: For Good sits 
at 7/10 stars, a small 0.4 star 
drop from Wicked. 
     Common critiques of  Wicked: 
For Good include a less interest-
ing plot and worse songs than 
the original Wicked, a visually 
uninteresting set, and poor light-
ing. A reoccurring complaint is 
that because Michelle Yeoh can-
not sing, many of  the Madame 
Morrible song sequences were 
cut from the movie.  
     In the opinion of  this editor, 
Wicked: For Good suffered from 
many issues that made the movie 
worse than the original Wicked. 
Issues like songs being cut, less 
interesting songs, and a rushed 
plot all made the movie less en-
joyable, but they were not the 
biggest issues. By far the worse 
aspect of  Wicked: For Good was 
the lighting; many of  the most 
important scenes were so dark 
they could hardly be seen.  
     Despite these flaws, Wicked: 
For Good does have redeeming 
qualities. The singing was in-
credible, especially songs from 
Erivo and Grande. In particular, 
this editor enjoyed Erivo’s per-
formance in No Good Deed and 
Grande’s performance in Thank 
Goodness/I Couldn’t be Happier. 
And the acting even seemed to 
improve compared to Wicked. 
     In the opinion of  this editor, 
Wicked: For Good does rank as 
a 7/10 stars movie. While the act-
ing and singing were great, the 
movie suffered from too many is-
sues to be a truly incredible ex-
perience. 
 

     The long-awaited sequel to 
the hit movie Wicked has finally 
been released. The sequel, titled 
Wicked: For Good, was met with 
a $226 million opening weekend, 
nearly double 
the opening 
weekend of  the 
original Wicked 
movie. Despite 
the box office 
success, Wick-
ed: For Good 
has failed to 
live up to audi-
ences expecta-
tions.  
     Wicked: For 
Good saw Ari-
ana Grande, 
Cynthia Erivo, 
and Jonathan 
Bailey reprise 
their roles as 
main charac-
ters Glinda, 
Elphaba, and 
Fiyero, respec-
tively. With 
Jeff  Goldblum 
returning to 
his role as the 
Wonderful Wiz-
ard of  Oz and 
Michelle Yeoh 
returning to her role as Madame 
Morrible, Wicked: For Good had 
no recasts for main characters.  
     Jon M. Chu directed both 
Wicked and Wicked: for Good. 
Chu used a method called “back-
to-back filming,” which is the 
practice of  shooting a movie and 
its sequel at the same time. This 
allowed Chu to streamline the 
process of  filming the movies 

and is the reason Wicked: For 
Good released just one year af-
ter Wicked. 
     Wicked: For Good continues 
the story of  Wicked, as the audi-

ence follows Elphaba and Glinda 
struggling to navigate the world 
while remaining true to them-
selves. Eventually the two are 
forced to overcome their limita-
tions to do what is best for the 
world and themselves.  
     Despite major box office suc-
cess, Wicked: For Good has not 
been met with glowing reviews. 
On IMDb (Internet Movie Data-


